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THIS  IS  THE  ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE  OF  MEMPHIS  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 
THIS  PROJECT  IS  "THE  WINFIELD  DUNN  ADMINISTRATION  AND  CAMPAIGN."   THE 
INTERVIEW  IS  WITH  MR.  BILL  R.  (SKEET)  JONES  AND  MRS.  JEANNE  JONES. 
THE  PLACE  IS  MORRISTOWN,  TENNESSEE  AND  THE  DATE  IS  JULY  9,  1976.   THE 
INTERVIEW  IS  BY  DR.  CHARLES  W.  CRAWFORD,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MEMPHIS  STATE 
RESEARCH  OFFICE.   TRANSCRIBED  BY  BETTY  WILLIAMS. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  would  suggest  first  we  get  a  little 

background  information  about  both  of 
you  and  we  might  start  with  you,  Skeet,  and  get  a  little  background 
and  at  the  same  time  get  a  little  from  you,  Jeanne,  in  sort  of  brief 
outline  starting  from  when  and  where  you  were  born,  your  family  and 
then  on  up  to  what  you  were  doing  in  1970  or  whenever  you  came  in  con- 
tact with  Winfield  Dunn. 
MR.  JONES:  Well,  of  course,  my  name  is  Bill  R. 

(Skeet)  Jones,  but  I  go  by  Skeet. This  is 
the  name  my  father  gave  me  when  I  was  quite  small  and  it  stuck  with 
me  through  the  years.   I  am  a  native  of  this  area,  born  and  raised  in 
Tennessee  local  schools  here.   I've  been  in  politics  at  an  early  age 
since  my  father  was  involved  in  politics.   He's  been  the  road  super- 
intendent in   this  county  for  many  many  years.   I  used  to  travel 
with  him  when  I  was  eleven  and  twelve  years  old.   Then  in  1958  I  ran 
for  an  office  as  Register  of  Deeds.   I  was  defeated,  but  I've  always 
been  interested  in  politics  and  I've  been  a  Republican  all  my  life. 
My  family  background  is  Republican  and  this  basically  is  my  background, 
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I  am  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  and  was  in  the  real  estate 
and  the   auction  business  at  the  time  when  I  first  met  Winfield  Dunn. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  All  right,  Jeanne. 

MRS.  JONES:  I  was  born  in  Hamblen  County  also  and 

I've  lived  here  all  my  life,  attended 
schools  in   Hamblen  County.   For  the  past  11  years,  I've  been  a  Clerk 
and  a  Master.   I've  also  been  active  in  politics.   My  uncle  was 
County  Chairman  of  the  Republican  Party  for  about  20  years  in  Hamblen 
County. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  two  know  one  another  in  school? 

MRS.  JONES:  No,  not  really. 

MR.  JONES:  Strange  as  it  might  seem, if  I  might  in- 

ject something  here,  I  met  Jeanne  at  an 
early  age.   I  think  my  father  had  gone  down  there  for  some  reason 
whenever  he  was  in  the  road  business  and  I  remember  seeing  this  little 
white-haired  girl  (laughter)  in  her  home  and  this  has  been  years 
ago.   We  didn't  really  meet,  I  guess,  until  I  was  an  adult — a  little 
older  than  she  was — this  was  a  courtship  of  about  6  months .   We  were 
married  and  we  have  been  married  for  a  little  better  than  20  years  now, 
R.  CRAWFORD:  All  right,  let's  get  on  to  your  first 

contact  with  Winfield  Dunn.   Do  you 
remember  when   the  occasion  was  and  what  happened? 
MR.  JONES:  Yes. 

MRS.  JONES:  The  Lincoln  Day  dinner. 

MR.  JONES:  Yeah,  Winfield  came  to  town.   Actually 
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I  heard  him  speak  before  that.   He  was 
staying  at  the  Holiday  Inn.   I  went  over  to  the  Kiwanis   Club  and  we 
have  our  Friday  sessions  at  the  Holiday  Inn.   Somehow  or  other  on 
that  particular  Friday  we  came  up  a  little  short  with  a  program. 
Winfield  just  happened  to  be  staying  at  the  Holiday  Inn  and  one  of 
the  people  in  our  crowd  knew  about  it  and  he  asked  Winfield  if  he'd 
come  in  and  speak  to  us  and  he  did. 

Somehow  or  another  I  was  moved  by  the  way  that  he  spoke — the 
sincerity  and  honesty  and  the  projection  and  what  have  you.   I  came 
home  and  discussed  it  with  Jeanne  and  he  was  speaking  somewhere  else 
that  particular  night. 

MRS.  JONES:  The  Lincoln  Day  dinner. 

MR.  JONES:  And  I  told  her  that  I  had  never  heard 

a  person  that  impressed  me  as  this  guy 
had.   I  wanted  to  go  and  hear  him  speak  again.   We  attended  the 
Lincoln  Day  dinner  that  night.   I  must  say  the  hands  were  few.   Win- 
field was  a  real  energetic  type  individual.   He  had  warmth  that  you 
just  couldn't  hardly  believe,  but  he  would  extend  those  hands.   Of 
course,  in  the  East  Tennessee  area  there  were  very  few  hands  that  he 
was  able  to  get  a  hold  of.   But  I  think  after  he  made  his  address  that 
night,  which  there  were  several,  people  started  taking  a  different 
look  at  him  probably.   This  I  guess  was  our  first  encounter  with  Win- 
field Dunn.   We  were  very  much  interested  in  him.   This  interest  grew. 

Several  weeks  later,  I  remember  I  got  a  call  from  a  fellow  down 
towards  Middle  Tennessee  and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  be  interested  in 
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being  Winfield 's   campaign  manager.   I  told  him  I  didn't  really  know 
but  if  Winfield  wanted  me  to  be   his  campaign  manager,  I  felt  like 
Winfield  ought  to  call  me  and  ask  me   to  be  his  campaign  manager.   So 
it  wasn't  long  after  that — in  fact,  I  think,  it  was  the  same  day — a 
few  hours  later  that  Winfield  did  call  me  and  asked  me  if  I  would  be 
his  campaign  manager.   Evidentally,  he  had   talked  with  somebody  and 
was  impressed  with  my  activities  or  what  have  you.   I  asked  him  at 
that  time  if  he  would  send  me  a  resume   of  himself   and  he  did  so 
that  I  could  become  more  familiar  with  him  and  his  activities.   So  I 
accepted!   I'll  have  to  say  that  I  have  never  regretted  it  one  day. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Let  me  ask  a  little  about  the  time  or 

the  dates  of  these  things.   You  first 
heard  him  at  the   Kiwanis  luncheon  before  the  Lincoln  Day  Dinner? 
MR.  JONES:  Yes. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now  was  that  the  same  day? 

MRS.  JONES:  Yes. 

MR.  JONES:  Now  I  believe  it  was  the  same  day,  but 

I  would  have  to  check  the  records  on 
that.   I  think  it  was  the  same  day.   He  was  in  the  East  Tennesssee 
area  trying  to  see  if  he  did  have  any  support. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  guess  that  would  have  been  February 

the  12th. 
MRS.  JONES:  Lincoln  Day  Dinner  isn't  necessarily  on 

Lincoln's  birthday  in  Hamblen  County. 
We  have  it  close  but  it  was  around  February,  196  9. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  That's  right,  I  was  thinking  about  the 

one  in  Knox  County.   You  didn't  go  down 
there?   You  heard  him  speak  here? 
MR.  JONES:  Oh  yes. 

MRS.  JONES:  That  was  after. 

MR.  JONES:  This  was  after  we  had  ours.   We  went  to 

Knoxville  to  hear  him.   That's  right. 
We  took  a  delegation  down  there  with  us  at  that  time.   I  remember  E. 
S.  Bevins  or  somebody  down  there  sent  us  a  bunch  of  tickets  to  sell 
for  that  particular  occasion  and  we  did  take  several  people  down  there, 
MRS.  JONES:  We  probably  had  our  Lincoln  Day  Dinner 

earlier. 
MR.  JONES:  We  must  have  had  it  earlier  probably. 

I  guess  the  first  time  he  came  to  town 
and  I  guess  this  might  be--like  I  say  this  has  been  five  years  or  six 
years.   The  first  time  that  he  actually  spoke  in  Morristown  and  I 
wasn't  there  was  at  the  Cracker  Barrel  session.   [it  was]  the  session 
over  at  the  country  club.   I  think  Harold  Westhaver  and  a  bunch  of 
the  industrial  people  probably  were  there.   Then  it  was  shortly  there- 
after that  day  or  something  that  he  was  speaking  and  I  was  thinking 
that  possibly  it  was  the  Kiwanis.   Now  like  I  say,  this  has  been 
years  back.   I  remember  very  distinctly  what  he  had  to  say  really 
moved  me  some  way.   I  have  never  been  moved  that  way  with  a  political 
candidate  before.   His  sincerity  and  honesty  and  just  the  way  he 
projected  really  did.   I  guess  we  were  all  hungry  for  a  change  in 


6 

the  administration  and  our  Tennessee  government.   I  know  I  was! 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  It  had  been  fifty  years  since  Tennessee 

had  elected  a  Republican  governor. 
MR.  JONES:  That's  right!   These  were  things  that 

probably  did  interest  me.   I  know  at 
two  or  three  particular  times  I  have  encountered  people  that  it  got 
so  bad  here  that  the  employment  office  would  ask  them  first  thing 
what  their  politics  were  when  they  went  to  apply  for  a  job.   Now 
this  is  something  that  should  never  happen  in  this  state  or  any  other 
state,  but  how  I  happened  to  know  that.   This  happened  to  my  sister. 
Probably  this  is  one  thing  that  motivated  me  to  the  fact  that  I  wan- 
ted a  change.   I  wanted  it  badly.   He  seemed  to  be  the  person  that 
was  going  to  make  this  possible — which  he  did!   He  probably  reshaped 
the  whole  political  system  of  hiring  and  firing.   I  know  to  the  vic- 
tor the  spoils  go,  but  this  wasn't  the  way  that  he  did  it.   At  least 
we  didn't  do  it  in  our  county  and  some  of  the  surrounding  counties. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  believe  that  is  the  general  way. 

MR.  JONES:  We  went  strictly  on  qualifications, 

educational  background,  and  experience 
and  what  have  you,  and  I  would  dare  say  if  you  checked  the  records  in 
this  particular  county  that  there  probably  was  as  many  Democrats 
hired  as  there  were  Republicans.   They  were  hired  strictly  on  educa- 
tional background  and  experience.   This  probably  was  one  of  the  things 
maybe  that  Jeanne  and  I  wanted  to  see  changed!   I  know  I  did.   I'm 

thankful  that  the  change  was  made . 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  A  lot  of  women  worked  for  him  also  and 

of  course  voted  for  him.   What  impression 

did  you  get?   Did  you  hear  him  first  at  the  Morristown  Lincoln  Dinner, 

Jeanne? 

That  was  the  first  time  I  had  met  Win- 
field  at  the  Lincoln  Day  Dinner. 
Did  you  meet  him  before  he  spoke? 
That's  right,  I  think  we  met  him  as  we 
went  in  the  door.   He  was  standing  there. 

I  was  impressed  with  him.   At  my  first  meeting  I  was  impressed  with 


MRS.  JONES: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MRS.  JONES: 


What  impressions  did  you  get  now  from 
his  speech?   What  kind  of  person  did  he 


him. 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

seem  like? 

MRS.  JONES:  Well,  he  didn't  make  a  lengthy  speech. 

I  think  the  candidates — potential  candi- 
dates— were  asked  to  make  a  few  remarks.   He  didn't  speak  a  lot.   He 
didn't  say  a  lot  that  night.   But  I  was  impressed  with  him  like  Skeet 
was.   I  was  very  impressed  with  him. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  you  get  certain  impressions  even 

if  a  man  doesn't  talk  long — about  him 
personally — about  his  honesty  and  his  sincerity. 
MRS.  JONES:  It  certainly  came  through. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  he  appear  to  other  people?   And 

even  whether  or  not  you  thought  he 
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might  win  and  how  did  you  evaluate  Winfield  Dunn  at  that  time? 
MRS.  JONES:  Well,  at  that  time  I  wasn't  sure.   I 

saved  my  reservations  for  a  little  while 
later  I  guess.   I  thought  about  it.   I  think  I  came  up  with  the  con- 
clusion that.  ...  at  that  time  I  was  President  of  the  Republican 
Women's  Club  in  Hamblen  County.   I  tried  to  stay  neutral  because  of 
being  president  of  the  club. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Of  course  that  was  in  the  primary  when 

you  had  more  than  one  Republican  running, 
MRS.  JONES:  I  tried  to  remain  neutral,  but  it  was 

hard  to  do. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  had  the  certain  preference? 

MRS.  JONES:  Yes,  I  did. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  About  when,  Skeet ,  did  you  accept  the 

position?   Do  you  remember  approximately 
the  date  when  you  accepted  the  position  as  chairman? 
MR.  JONES:  No,  this  wasn't  too  long  after  that  and 

it  was  just  a  few  weeks  I  would  say. 
MRS.  JONES:  Early  spring. 

MR.  JONES:  Early  spring  and  it  came  as  a  shock.   He 

had  made  one  other  trip  here  to  the  East 
Tennessee  area  and  actually  was  checking,  more  or  less,  on  finances 
to  see  what  his  support  was  and  to  see  who  he  might  be  able  to  depend 
on  for  his  finances.   Maybe  sounding  out  the  possibilities  who  the 
finance  chairman  was  going  to  be  or  what  have  you.   More  or  less  the 
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support.   There  was  another  fellow  that  brought  him  to  our  office  on 
one  day  and  we  were  talking  about  finances.   This  was  real  early 
spring  that  Bill  Russell,  I  believe  was  the  man,  that  called  me  and 
asked  me  if  I  would  be  his  campaign  chairman  which  actually  was  a 
shock.   I  was  a  little  surprised.   And  I  wondered,   "Me  out  of  all 
the  people  why  was  I  chosen  for  this  particular  role?"  Like  I  say, 
I  did  accept  after  he  called  me  personally. 

We  somehow  got  involved  almost  1007o  of  our  time.   I  don't  regret 
one  hour.   I  really  enjoyed  every  minute  of  it.   We  organized  the 
probably  first  original,   I  would  have  to  say,  campaign  over  East 
Tennessee  area  that  we  called  a  whistle  stop  campaign  over  the  11  or 
12  East  Tennessee  counties  area  because  Winfield  at  that  time  had 
practically  no  organization  in  any  county  in  East  Tennessee.   We 
were  so  wrapped  up  in  the  fact  that  we  wanted  to  win  real  badly-- 
Jeanne  and  myself  like  to  support  a  winner  like  everybody  else--it 
takes  a  lot  of  time.   Of  course,  it  takes  money  to  do  this. 

I  took  time  off  and  organized,  starting  with  Jefferson  City  and 
making  a  tour  through  Cocke  County  on  up  into  Greene  County,   Johnson 
County  and  on  into  Mountain  City.   We  organized  them  and  back  on  down, 
We  had  this  thing  scheduled  so  many  minutes  at  each  stop  where  he 
would  make  an  address.   Of  course,  being  an  auctioneer,  I  had  the 
proper  equipment.   So  the  first  thing  I  did  was  put  the  speakers  on 
top  of  the  station  wagon  and  we  had  this  thing  timed.   At  first  we 
shoved  off  from  Morristown  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  parking  lot 
and  our  first  stop  was  Jefferson  City,  and  at  Dandridge  at  the  court 
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house.   We  immediately  set  up  there  and  had  the  speakers  and  the  town 
people  ready  because  we  had  the  committees  that  were  organized  in 
those  counties  to  be  there. 

We  had  patrols  to  meet  us  at  each  county  line.   We  had  the 
sheriff's  department  or  the  patrols  to  meet  us  at  each  county  line. 
We  had  the  sheriff's  department  or  the  patrols  or  what  have  you. 
They  would  escort  us  into  the  town  and  we  had  the  loud  speakers 
blaring  and  the  horns  a  blowing  and  all  this  stuff  and  I  think  we 
started  out  with  probably  16  or  17  cars.   These  cars  were  filled  with 
pretty  ladies  that  were  handing  out  the  literature,  buttons  and  bum- 
per stickers  and  what  have  you,  and  they  had  their  Winfield  caps  on. 
Their  first  original   sign—and  I  feel  like  it  was  the  best--"Win 
with  Dunn"  and  the  little  circle.   But  Joe  Felknor— bless  his  heart, 
he's  gone  now  and  probably  that  campaign  contributed  to  his  death- 
he  was  a  ball  of  fire  politically  in  Jefferson  County  and  he  really 
did  have  the  people  out  in  Jefferson  County. 
MRS.  JONES:  At  7:30  in  the  morning. 

MR.  JONES:  At  7:30  in  the  morning! 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  was  in  Dandridge? 

MR.  JONES:  That's  right.   Dandridge  and  the  people 

were  there.   They  were  there!   I  think 
this  gave  Winfield  an  enthusiasm  and  the  push  to  really  put  forth  an 
effort  for  that  day. 
MRS.  JONES:  Jefferson  County  really  turned  out  for 

Winfield  anyway. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  his  wife  is  still  living? 

MR.  JONES:  Yes. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  am  to  interview  her. 

MR.  JONES:  And  we  went  over  there.   Joe  being  the 

type  individual  he  was  and  I  wished 
that  you  had  met  him.   Joe  was  really  something.   I'd  known  him  for 
several  years.   Our  schedule  went  all  to  pot  on  the  first  stop. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Because  you  couldn't  get  Winfield  away? 

MR.  JONES:  We  couldn't  get  Winfield  away  and  Joe 

had  to  get  up  and  address  the  people. 
When  Joe  made  one  of  his  five  minute  speeches,  it  lasted  for  30 
minutes.   But  that  guy  really  preached  Winfield  Dunn  to  the  soul  of 
every  person  there.   There's  no  question  about  it.   So  we  were  late 
when  we  left  there,  and  we  headed  for  Cocke  County.   Of  course, 
everybody  was  wondering  where  the  caravan  was.   So  when  we  got  to  the 
Cocke  County  lines  we  were  led  right  on  into  Cocke  County  to  a  shop- 
ping center.   Of  course,  we  were  met  there  by  a  whole  host  of  people. 
As  luck  would  have  it,  when  we  left  there  we  also  left  one  or  two  of 
our  girls.  (Laughter) 

MRS.  JONES:  The  Dunn  Dollies. 

MR.  JONES:  So  when  we  got  up  into  Greeneville--I 

guess  Greeneville  was  our  next  stop-- 
we  got  to  checking  the  roll  call  and  we  were  missing  some  girls. 
Harold  Westhaver  had  a  telephone  in  his  car.   We  started  calling  and 
found  out  where  they  were  and  we  called  Morristown  and  got  somebody  to 
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go  over  and  pick  them  up.   So  everything  was  all  right  then. 

This  was  an  enjoyable  day  that  we  actually  spent--a  hard  and 
long  day  I  might  say,  but  I  think  really  this  was  the  beginning  of 
Winfield  picking  up  a  little  momentum  in  the  East  Tennessee  area. 
Now  you  must  remember  that  our  Congressman  Jimmy  Quillen  was  suppor- 
ting Bill  Jenkins  wholeheartedly.   There  is  no  question  about  it. 
Of  course,  when  you  talk  about  Jimmy  Quillen  in  the  First  District, 
man  you  are  talking  about  hard  opposition.   We  knew  this!   We  really 
knew  this,  but  still  down  deep  in  our  heart  we  knew  that  you  had  to 
have  the  tie  between  the  east  and  west  to  be  successful  in  a  campaign 
against  the  Democrats.   Since  Tennessee  is  predominantly  Democratic 
there  is  no  question  about  it.   Of  course,  as  we  progressed  on  up 
to  Mountain  City--I  don't  know  if  you've  ever  been  to  Mountain  City-- 
but  this  is  the  end  of  nowhere. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  interviewed  J.  D.  Ashley  up  there. 

MR.  JONES:  It's  the  end  of  nowhere.   My  contact 

up  there  was  Dr.  Somebody  and  I  forget 
his  name  right  now.   He  was  a  fine  gentleman.   So  we  got  into  Mountain 
City  and  every  light  pole  that  you  looked  at  had  everybody's  sticker 
on  it  but  Winfield  Dunn's.   There  wasn't  one  sign;there  wasn't  one 
nothing  of  Winfield  Dunn.   In  fact,  I  don't  think  the  people  up 
there  knew  who  Winfield  Dunn  was!   But  when  we  left  there,  they  did. 
We  immediately  went  to  the  radio  station  and  we  prevailed  upon  the 
person  at  the  radio  station  to  give  Winfield  an  interview. 

At  the  time  that  we  were  getting  this  all  arranged,  the  Dunn 
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Dollies  were  going  through  all  the  shops  and  handing  out  the  litera- 
ture, the  cards  and  what  have  you  on  Winfield  Dunn.   The  only  way 
that  I  could  think  of  to  get  the  message  to  the  people  of  who  Win- 
field  Dunn  was  and  let  them  hear  him[was  ]l  immediately  tuned  my  radio 
in  on  the  particular  station  there  in  Mountain  City—just  one  small 
radio  station—pulled  my  station  wagon  in  the  middle  of  the  city, 
turned  one  speaker  up  the  street  and  the  other  down  the  street  and 
turned  the  volume  wide  open  and  those  people  heard  Winfield  speak 
whether  they  wanted  to  or  not.   You  know  the  amazing  thing  about  those 
people  as  I  look  back  now—the  people  walking  up  the  street  immedi- 
ately stopped  and  they  listened.   And  I  think  this  was  a  great  help. 
This  was  a  great  help  because  it  started  the  movement  that  we  had 
hoped  to  get  started  in  the  East  Tennessee  area.   I  think  we  all  felt 
good  about  it  and  of  course,  Winfield  himself  felt  good.   He  was 
riding  in  the  station  wagon  and  I  think  Betty  was  riding  in  the  back 
of  the  station  wagon  with  Jeanne. 

MRS.  JONES:  No,  we  took  a  separate  car. 

MR.  JONES:  Yeah,  you  were  riding  in  a  separate  car 

in  the  back.   Winfield  was  so  elated 
over  this  thing  that  he  would  see  people  over  in  a  field  working, 
farming  or  whatever  they  were  doing  and  he  had  a  speaker  in  his  hand 
the  rest  of  the  day.   I  don't  care  who  it  was,  he  would  speak  to  them 
and  he  would  holler  and  tell  them  he  was  Winfield  Dunn  and  vote  for 
Dunn  and  win  with  Dunn  or  some  little  slogan  that  he  would  say. 
This  went  on  all  the  way  throughout  the  whole  East  Tennessee  area. 
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I  think  when  we  came  back,  we  came  back  here  and  spent  the  night  here 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  JONES: 

MRS.  JONES: 

MR.  JONES: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  JONES: 

MRS.  JONES: 
MR.  JONES: 


Do  you  remember  the  date  for  that? 

No,  I  could  kind  of  check  back  on  some 

records  that  I  have  on  that. 

It  was  summer  of  '69  because  we  were 

having  a  centennial  parade  here. 

It  was  in  the  primary  days.   In  fact, 

that  was  Veterans  Day. 

At  the  end  of  May? 

Uh-huh  somewhere  in  that  area.   They 

were  having  a  big  parade. 

At  the  end  of  May  or  the  first  of  June. 

This  trip  we  felt  was  so  successful  that 

if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  every 
Saturday  after  that  whistle  stop  campaign  that  we  made,  we  had  a 
group  of  people  and  we  went  with  them  and  we  went  to  each  town.   We 
went  to  Claiborne  County  and  up  to  Hancock  County--all  over  the  whole 
East  Tennessee  area  and  we  kept  this  name  in  front  of  the  people. 
MRS.  JONES:  We  took  our  Dunn  Dollies  and  gave  out 

campaign  literature. 
MR.  JONES:  This  is  the  reason  for  the  statement 

that  I  made  that  my  returns  were  dif- 
ferent that  year.   One  thing  that  pleased  me--I  hadn't  thought  of  it 
in  5  or  6  years—but  we  happened  upon  a  little  situation  in  Hancock 
County  at  the  courthouse   unexpectedly.   One  Saturday  we  went  over 


: 

- 

■     - 


15 
there  and  I  know  there  was  a  guy--I  can't  recall  his  name—that  was 
running  against  Jimmy  Quillen  for  Congress  and  he  was  having  country 
music.   In  fact,  I  believe  he  had  (What  was  the  name  of  the  group 
from  Johnson  City?)   Bonnie  and  Clyde  or  what  is  their  names? 
MRS.  JONES:  Bonnie  Lou  and  Buster  (Laughter) 

MR.  JONES:  Bonnie  Lou  and  Buster  (Laughter)  was 

making  music  on  the  front  steps  of  the 
courthouse  in  Hancock  County. 

MRS.  JONES:  We  just  kind  of  pushed  in. 

MR.  JONES:  No,  we  didn't  push  in  really.   So  what 

we  did  was  circle  the  square  and  we 
found  a  vantage  point,  I  will  call  it,  on  the  highest  point  in  the 
square  and  parked  our  car  and  our  sound  wagon.   Now,  mind  you,  we 
had  the  sound  wagon  every  time  we  went.   We  were  playing  the  music. 
I  had  an  8-track  tape  made  of  Winfield  and  we  were  playing  this  8- 
track   tape,  but  we  sat  there  and  watched  the  festivities  and  all 
this  stuff  until  this  was  over.   We  had  our  ready-made  crowd. 

So  immediately  after  this  feller  had  completed  his  campaign 
speech  and  all  this  stuff,  I  got  on  the  speaker  and  I  told  everybody 
there  that  I  wanted  to  tell  them  about  a  man  named  Dunn.   I  proceeded 
to  tell  them  about  Winfield  Dunn  and  at  the  moment  that  I  was  telling 
about  Winfield  Dunn,  the  Dunn  Dollies  had  taken  over  and  they 
went  through  all  the  crowd  handing  out  all  the  paraphernalia  that  we 
had.   This  was  just  by  pure  accident,  we  did  not  know  that  these 
people  were  going  to  be  there,  but  this  just  happened  to  be  on  the 
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schedule  for  that  week-end  that  we  were  going  to  make  this  trip.   But  I 
think  this  probably  helped  us  tremendously  in  Hancock  County.   We  did  well 
in  Hancock  County. 
MRS.  JONES:  I  don't  think  Winfield  ever  got  into  Hancock 

County  before  the  primary. 
MR.  JONES:  He  never  did  visit  Hancock  County.  Hancock 

County  didn't  have  that  many  people  and  he 
was  pressed  for  time.   I  think  he  had  to  depend  on  people  like  ourselves 
to  take  the  message  to  these  outlying  counties  which  we  were  glad  to  do. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  talked  about  what  happened  on  this  tour. 

Let  me  ask  just  how  you  planned  it?  How  did 
you  arrange  it?  Who  did  the  advance  work?  Who  had  the  people  out  to  meet 
you?   How  did  you  pick  them  out  and  so  forth? 

MR.  JONES:  Well,  we  had  a  list  of  all  the  campaign  man- 

agers that  had  been  appointed.   Emma  Bowman 
was  up  in  Elizabethton,  Carter  County.   The  fellow  who  was  in  Johnson  Coun- 
ty, you  mentioned  his  name  when  we  first  came  in.   I  can't  think  of  his 
name.   He  was  a  druggist.  We  had  the  names  that  was  sent  out  to  us  from 
the  main  office  in  Memphis.   What  I  did — I  put  this  thing  together  myself. 
I  thought  it  would  be  a  good  idea  because  we  needed  to  get  the  word  out 
that  Winfield  Dunn  was  a  candidate  as  well  as  Bill  Jenkins  and  Claude  Rob- 
ertson or  what  have  you.   We  had  a  candidate!   We  had  a  candidate  that  we 
felt  could  win  the  thing! 

But  the  thing  we  had  to  do  is  to  get  his  name  out  and  let  the  people 
know  who  he  was.   So  I  spent  probably  two  days  and  called  these 
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people  and  asked  them  if  they  would  be  interested  in  a  thing  like 
this.   They  all  expressed  some  interest.   Then  we  worked  a  schedule 
about  when  we  would  start  about  how  long  it  would  take  to  drive  to  a 
certain,  say  point  A  and  how  many  minutes  he  would  speak  at  point  A, 
how  long  would  it  take  from  point  A  to  point  B.   This  was  the 
schedule  that  we  had  worked  out.   Then  we  called  these  folks  again 
to  see  if  it  would  fit  with  their  plan.   Everybody  agreed. 

So  we  put  the  wheels  in  motion.   Then  we  called  the  local 
sheriff's  office  to  see  if  we  could  get  an  escort,  because  when  you 
are  traveling  with  a  group  of  people  like  this,  you  certainly  need 
an  escort  because  you  don't  want  any  accidents  or  anything  like  this 
or  anybody  to  get  hurt.   I'll  have  to  say  that  every  county  was  very 
very  good  about  this  for  us.   They  were  pleased  to  do  it.   They  met 
us  at  every  county  line.   I  can't  think  of  any  place  that  we  didn't 
have  an  escort.   We  had  an  escort  from  the  time  we  left  Morristown 
until  we  completed  the  trip.   This  probably  is  a  first.   I  don't 
know  of  any  other  person  that  has  had  an  escort  of  this  type.   The 
coordination  was  beautiful  and  even  though  we  started  out  late  from 
Jefferson  County,  the  people  waited.   They  knew  we  would  be  there. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  late  were  you  running  by  the  time  it 

was  over? 
MR.  JONES:  It  took  us  all  day. 

MRS.  JONES:  It  was  something  like  9  or  10  o'clock. 

MR.  JONES:  We  were  out  all  day. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  far  behind  schedule  were  you? 


: 
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MR.  JONES: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR„  JONES: 

MRS.  JONES: 

MR.  JONES: 

MRS.  JONES: 
MR.  JONES: 


When  the  day  was  out? 

Yes. 

Over  an  hour  I'd  say.   We  had  to  be  over 

an  hour. 

We  ended  up  at  Washington  College,  wasn't 

it? 

Yeah,  we  went  to  Washington  College. 

This  is  probably  where  we  ended  up. 

Was  that  called  Washington  College? 

Yes,  Washington  College  was  where  we 

ended  it  up.   They  were  having  festivi- 
ties there  at  night  and  all  the  candidates  were  there.   We  stayed 
longer  there.   I  would  say  probably  that  in  the  course  of  a  day  that 
it  probably  took  or  we  could  have  been  an  hour  or  more  behind  schedule, 
but  we  tried  to  stay  as  close  as  we  could.   Since  we  had  the  benefit 
of  the  mobile  telephone  we  were  calling  ahead  all  the  time.   In  other 
words,  we  had  a  guy  on  that  telephone  almost  constantly  telling  them 
where  we  were,  when  we  expected  to  be  there.   Be  sure  to  keep  the 
people  out.   Don't  give  up  on  us,  we  are  going  to  be  there.   See,  it 
was  exciting.   The  whole  bill  was  exciting. 
MRS.  JONES:  We  also  had  a  picnic  or  something.   Do 

you  remember  when  that  was? 
MR.  JONES:  No,  this  was  later.   This  was  another  one 

in  Johnson  City.   That  wasn't  in  the 
course  of  that  day.   We  made  another  sashay  up  through  there  having 
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some  kind  of  a  get  together  at  Johnson  City.   Lo  and  behold  we  were 
met  with  all  the  people  that  we  had  known  and  worked  in  political 
parties  down  through  the  years--the  candidates.   Those  people  were 
all  opposed  to  Winfield.   They  were  Bill  Jenkins'  people.   When  we 
pulled  in  at  this  particular  time--this  was  after  that—they  knew  we 
were  there  because  we  had  the  music  going,  the  horns  were  tooting,  the 
cars  were  all  decorated--the  streamers  and  what  have  you.   We  pulled 
in  and  people  just  stopped  and  stared.   This  is  the  thing  that  you 
have  to  do  in  politics.   You  certainly  have  to  have  attention.   If 
you  don't  get  attention,  people  won't  listen. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  It's  fortunate  that  you  had  the  sound 

equipment. 
MR.  JONES:  That's  right.   That  was  a  big  advantage  — 

a  very  very  big  advantage.   The  fact  that 
I  am  quite  a  big  mouth,  I  guess,  probably  helped  the  situation  too. 
But  I  think  the  people  received  us  very  good.   I  know  at  the  time 
that  we  pulled  in  at  Johnson  City,  this  was  sometime  after  the 
motorcade  that  we  made,  the  reporters  from  the  local  TV  and  radio 
stations  came  out  because  of  the  fanfare  and  all  this  stuff  that  we 
were  doing.   They  interviewed  Winfield  and  Winfield  is  tops  when  it 
comes  to  an  interview—he  is  tops. 

You  can  give  him  three  words  about  a  subject  and  he  can  make  a 
30-minute  talk  on  it.   I've  never  seen  a  man  as  gifted  as  he  is  with 
words.   He  is  terrific. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Let  me  ask  also  something  about  the  Dunn 
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Dollies.   How  many  did  you  take  on  these 
trips?   How  did  you  recruit  them  and  what  kind  of  training  did  you 
give  them  and  how  did  you  supervise  them  on  the  trip  and  so  forth? 
MRS.  JONES:  We  had  a  bunch  of  Dunn  Dollies.   We've 

got  some  pictures.   I  think  we  perhaps 
had  around  20,  didn't  we,  that  we  took  with  us?  Most  of  them  were 
from  teenagers  up  to  30.  A  lot  of  them  were  dentist's  wives.   We 
had  a  lot  of  dentist's  wives  that  volunteered  their  time. 
MR.  JONES:  We  had  a  girl  in  charge  of  the  Dunn  Dol- 

lies.   Linda  Helton  coordinated  the  Dunn 
Dollies.   In  other  words,  let's  say  we  decided  to  go  to  Hancock  County 
this  Saturday.   I'd  call  Linda.   I'd  say,  "Linda,  we  are  going  to 
Hancock  County  this  Saturday,  and  we  want  to  leave  at  8:30  or  9:30 
or  10:30  or  whatever  it  is  and  how  many  girls  can  you  round  up?" 

She'd  say,  "I'll  see  what  I  can  do".   Believe  me  she  was  there 
with  the  girls.   We  had  the  cars.   We  had  everything   that  it  took 
and  you  can't  imagine  the  time  that  these  people  devoted  to  this 
campaign.   These  people  were  very,  very  attractive  girls,  outstanding 
personalities,  the  type  of  people  that  could  talk  to  farmers  or 
business  people  or  what  have  you.   We  had  several  professionals' 
wives  involved  in  the  Dunn  Dollies  and  they  were  excited  about  the 
fact  and  this  was  something  new  to  them.   I  would  venture  to  say  the 
biggest  majority  of  them  had  never  been  involved  in  politics  before. 
In  fact,  we  had  one  girl  that  was  the  wife  of  a  dentist  that  was  from 
Middle  Tennessee.   She  had  been  a  Democrat  all  her  life.   We  made   a 
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DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  JONES: 


Republican  out  of   her. 

MRS.  JONES:  We  also  had  a  Dr.  Dunn's  wife.   Joy  was 

one  of  our  Dunn  Dollies. 

How  did  you  plan  these  trips? 

I  guess  probably  you  would  have  to  hold 

me  responsible  for  most  of  it.   We  had 
a  fellow  that  we  had  hired  to  operate  our  office.   As  you  well  know, 
money  was  hard  to  find,  because  most  of  the  money  was  obligated  to 
the  Bill  Jenkins  campaign  and  a  lot   of  the  expenses  were  out   of 
our  pockets.   But  we  felt  like  we  needed  to  open  an  office,  which  we 
did.   Berkline  was  very  generous  with  us.   We  rented  an  office  in 
the  old  Ballot  Chevrolet  Building  that  had  been  used  for  parts  and 
what  have  you.   It  needed  cleaning  up  and  painting. 
MRS.  JONES:  We  painted  at  night. 

MR.  JONES:  We  went  in  there  and  did  quite  a  bit  of 

work.   Berkline  sent  their  workmen  down 
there.   I  will  always  be  gracious  to  Harry  Westhaver  for  doing  this 
They  cleaned  this  office  up  and  we  put  good  looking  Berkline  furni- 
ture in  there  and  dressed  it  up.   The  girls  went  down  there  and 
worked  and  dressed  this  thing  up.    Really   and  truly  we  had  a  very 
attractive  office.   When  Winfield  came  there,  he  was  amazed  with  the 
fact  that  we  did  have  such  a  good  office.   We  hired  this  guy  that 
was  a  graduate  of  King  College. 
MRS.  JONES:  Woody  Peer son. 

MR.  JONES:  He  was  without  a  job  and  we  agreed  to 
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pay  him  $75.00  a  week  if  he  would  stay 
there  and  write  letters  and  take  care  of  phone  calls  and  hand  out 
the  cards  and  more  or  less  just  meet  the  people.   So  we  had  a  full- 
time  person  to  maintain  the  office. 

What  we  would  do  is  that  I  would  take  off  from  work  and  I  would 
go  in  and  Woody  and  I  would  get  together  and  we  would  decide  where 
we  were  going  to  go  for  the  next  week  and  what  we  were  going  to  do. 
Then  he  would  correspond  with  folks  if  we  had  a  leader  or  some 
chairman  or  somebody  that  we  had  contact  with  in  this  particular 
county.   [He  would]  let  them  know  we  were  coming.   The  organizations 
that  they  put  together  were  small  in  most  of  them  and  in  fact  some 
of  them  didn't  have  any.   And  we  had  a  few  counties  that  nobody 
showed  up  in. 

That  didn't  stop  us  at  all.   We  still  did  our  little  thing.   I 
remember  one  time,  we  were  over  in  Claiborne  County  and  we  had  nobody 
that   had  anybody  there,  but  we  went  downtown  in  Claiborne  County 
and  there  again,  we  turned  the  speakers  on — the  speakers  that  I  have 
are  a  40  AMP  system — you  can  just  about  reach  for  several  miles.   We 
would  always  turn  the  volume  up  and  I'd  climb  up  on  the  tailgate  of 
the  station  wagon  and  I'd  tell  the  folks  in  that  town   that  I  wanted 
to  tell  them  about  a  man  named  Dunn.   I  was  so  impressed  with  this 
man  named  Dunn  that — I've  never  had  a  tape  of  what  I  had   to  say — 
but  I  would  imagine  that  I  did  fairly  well  telling  them  about  this 
man  named  Dunn.   This  basically  is  how  we  got  the  story  over  in  the 
primary  days. 
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Now  the  primary  days  were  hard  days.   Like  I  say,  in  the  East 
Tennessee  area,  Hawkins  County  joins  Hamblen  County  and  we  had  our 
favorite  son,  Bill  Jenkins  who  was  Speaker  of  the  House   and  probably 
the  first  one  in  many  many   years.   This  area  was  on  fire,  they  wan- 
ted an  East  Tennessean  if  they  could  to  be  candidate  for  governor. 
It  was  impossible,  I  thought.   I  thought  you  had  to  have  the  tie 
from  west  to  east  and  knowing  Shelby  County,  which  is  a  largest 
county  that  we  got  in  population  and  I'd  heard  some  talk  being  in- 
volved in  the  Dunn  campaign  that  they  had  converted  a  lot  of  Democrats 
into  Republicans  at  that  time  since  Winfield  was  the  Chairman  of 
the  Republican  Party.   We  just  had  a  mutual  feeling  that — I  think 
the  people  that  were  involved  in  this  campaign — that  he  could  pull 
it  off! 

I  know  the  night  that  we  had  the  people  here.   I  guess  there 
were  75  people  here  downstairs.   We  have  quite  a  large  room  down 
there  that  we  were  entertaining  that  night.   It  looked  kind  of  bleak 
up  until  the  Shelby  County  vote  came  in.   Let   me  tell  you  when 
that  Shelby  County  vote  came  in  that's  when  Mama  brought  the  cham- 
pagne out.  (Laughter)    We  knew,  we  just  knew  that  there  was  the 
victory!   We  had  some  victory  party  I'll  have  to  say! 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  you  were  expecting  to  win  so  you 

had   the  champagne  ready. 
MR.  JONES:  Absolutely!   When  I  told  you  a  few 

minutes  ago  before  we  started  this  re- 
cording that  it  was  probably  about  a  week  before  we  had  the  primary 
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election.   I  don't  know  why,  but  I  felt  like  that  Winfield  was  going 
to  win.   Of  course,  I  was  in  constant  contact  with  the  people  across 
the  state  in   telephone  conversations  to  see  how  he  was  doing,  and 
how  their  accounting  would  stack  up  and  those  people  would  call  me 
and  see  how  East  Tennessee  was  doing.   This  particular  morning  I  went 
in  and  I  was  excited.   I  called  Memphis  and  talked  to   Carolyn  Weins 
who  was  running  the  office  down  there  in  Memphis.   I  told  Carolyn, 
"Carolyn,  do  you  smell  that  smell?" 

And  she  said,  "What's  wrong  with  you,  Skeet?" 

And  I  said,  "I  smell  victory!"   I  really  did.   I  smelt  victory! 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Can  you  tell  why  you  did  now?   That's 

a  feeling  that  a  lot  of  other  people 
around  the  state  and  many  different  places  got  within  about  a  week 
of  the  election.   Do  you  know  why? 
MR.  JONES:  I  don't  really  know. 

MRS.  JONES:  I  think  the  ball  had  started  rolling 

and  it  just  ....  We  attended  most  of 
the  rallies — all  the  rallies  in  Knox  County.   There  was  just  enthu- 
siasm.  You  just  felt  it — something  you  had  never  felt  in  a  campaign 
before . 
MR.  JONES:  Now  these  people  were  on  fire  for  this 

guy.   I  know  a  couple  of  years  later  I 
ran  for  state  senate.   I  asked  people  to  do  things  for  me  for  Winfield 
Dunn  that   there  is  no  way  that  I  would  ask  them  to  do  when  I  ran  in 
my  own  campaign.   I  just  could  not  do  it,  but  I  asked  them  to  do  these 
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things  for  Winfield  Dunn.  I  had  people  who  contributed  everything. 
I'll  have  to  say  one  thing:   The  East  High  band  here  in  Morristown — 
I  don't  know  how  the  others   received  him  across  the  state,  but  they 
could  call  me  and  tell  me  Winfield  was  going  to  be  in  town.   I  could 
call  all  the  local  establishments — I  had  the  marquees  changed  "Welcome 
Winfield  Dunn",   "Welcome  Betty  Dunn".   These  are  things  that  I  do 
personally  myself  and  call  these  people  and  ask  them  if  they  would 
put  this  on  their  marquees.   Then  I  would  get  the  band  together.   I'd 
call  the  band  director   and  I'd  tell  him  that  Winfield  is   going  to 
be  in  town  and  he  is  going  to  be  at  so  and  so  and  could  he  provide 
me  with  25  or  30  pieces  you  know.   Those  kids  were  there! 
MRS.  JONES:  I  remember  Betty  saying  that  it  made 

her  feel  good  when  she  came  into  town 
and  saw  "Welcome  Betty  Dunn"  on  the  Holiday  Inn  marquee. 
MR.  JONES:  These  are  things  that  I  could  do  for 

someone  else,  but  I  could  not  do  for  my- 
self in  my  own  particular  campaign. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  you  could  only  do  for  someone  you 

believed  in. 
MR.  JONES:  Yes. 

MRS.  JONES:  Yes.  (Simultaneously) 

MR.  JONES:  I  really  believed  in  Winfield.   We  were 

down  here  one  time — we  were  downstairs 
in  what   Betty  called  her  apartment — we  were  talking  about  it  one  time. 
I  told  Winfield.   I  said,  "Winfield,  if  you  are  elected,  the  only 
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thing  that  I  will  ask  you  is  to  make  sure  that  the  East  High  band 
participates  in  your  inaugural." 
MRS.  JONES:  And  they  did. 

MR.  JONES:  He  told  me.   He  said,  "Skeet ,  if  I  get 

elected  and  there  is  not  but  one  band 
that  marches  in  that  inauguration,  it  will  be  Morristown  East  High 
Band."  Well  you  know  I  kind  of  took  that  to  heart.   Winfield  being 
our  star,  you  know,  I  just  believed  that  he  could  do  no  wrong  and 
that  he  would  say  nothing  that  he  couldn't  do,  you  know.   This  was 
one  of  the  things  that  I  really  held  dear  to  me.   Then  when  it  came 
down  to  your  evaluation  which  you  turned  over  to  somebody  else  and 
now  we  are  recalling  all  these  things  and  I  haven't  thought  of  them 
in  years. 

Robin  Beard,  who  is  one  of  our  congressmen  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  he  was  taking  care  of  choosing  who  the  bands  were  to  march 
in  the  inauguration.   The  way  it  turned  out  when  the  list  came,  there 
wasn't  any  Morristown  band  involved.   This  upset  me  to  no  end.   I 
called  Robin  Beard.   I  asked  Robin  Beard  about  why  Morristown-East 
Band  was  not  chosen  to  march  in  the  inauguration.   He  gave  me  all 
this  cock  and  bull  story  that  they  had  had  these  band  days  and  they 
had  evaluated  these  people  on  the  awards  that  they  had  made  and  all 
this  stuff  and  this  that  and  the  other.   I  said,  "Mr.  Beard,  I  don't 
know  you  and  you  don't  know  me,  but  I  am  going  to  ask  you  one  ques- 
tion.  What  part  did  they  participate  in  the  Winfield  Dunn  campaign? 

He  said,  "I  don't  really  know." 
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I  said,  "Well,  it  appears  to  me  that  if  a  band  comes  out  and 
they  do  their  all  for  a  candidate--Winf ield  Dunn  or  what  have  you-- 
and  these  people  should  get  first  choice  in  marching  in  this  inaugu- 
ration! " 

He  said,  "Well,  I  don't  know  what  we  can  do  about  this  thing. 
The  bands  have  already  been  chosen." 

I  said,  "Well,  in  other  words  you  are  telling  me  that  you  are 
not  interested  in  doing  anything?" 

He  said,  "Well,  I  can't  do  anything." 

I  said,  "Well,  we'll  see  what  we  can  do  about  that." 
So  I  immediately   called  Winfield  and  I  told  Winfield  and  that  is 
when  he  was  in  the  office  over  at  the  old  Cordell  Hull  Building  that 
I  said,  "Winfield,  you  remember  in  my  basement  we  were  talking  about 
how  the  East  High  Band  came  out  every  time  you  were  in  town  and  all 
this  stuff." 

He  said,  "Yeah','  he  said,  "that  beat  anything  I'd  ever  seen.   No 
place  else  in  the  state  did  that!" 

I  said,  "Do  you  remember  the  promise  you  told  me  that  if  there 
was  just  one  band  that  would  march  down  in  the  inauguration  it  would 
be  Morristown-East  High? 

He  said,  "I  sure  do." 

I  said,  "I  want  to  know  why  in  the  h Robin  Beard  won't  let 

them  march  in  it!"  These  are  the  words  that  I  used. 

He  said,  "I  don't  know,  but  I  will  check  on  it  and  I'll  call  you 
back."  And  he  did  just  like  he  always  said  he  would.   It  wasn't  too 
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long  and  he  called  me  back  and  he  said,  "Get  them  ready!   East  High 
is  going  to  march."  And  they  did.  (Laughter)   They  marched.   I'm 
not  sure  whether  the  kids  in  East  High  Band  were  elated  over  the 
fact  that  they  got  to  march  or  not  because  I  think  all  of  them  froze 
to  death,  but  I  think  it  was  a  great  tribute  to  the  kids  that  came 
out  and  did  what  they  did  for  Winfield  Dunn.   They  would  never  have 
gotten  over  it.   They  had  enough  trust  in  me  because  I  had  told  them 
that  they  were  going  to  march  in  the  inauguration.   But  when  Mr. 
Beard  called  and  said  they  weren't,  you  can  imagine  how  I  felt. 
Winfield  stuck  by  his  guns.   He  made  the  statement  that  they  would 
march  and  by  heck  they  marched! 

This  is  just  the  way  this  guy  operates.   It  is  hard  to  get  him 
to  make  a  commitment,  but  once  he  knew  it  was  right,  when  he  makes  a 
commitment  it  is  something  you  can  bank  on.   I've  always  found  him 
that  way  in  the  4  or  5  years  we  were  associated.   I  think  people 
weren't  used  to  a  politician  doing  that,  but  he  is  one  of  the  few 
politicians  I  know  that  has  done  that.   He  stuck  by  his  guns.   It  is 
probably  one  of  the  things  that  I  admire  him  for. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  know  of  any  promise  that  he  ever 

made  and  didn't  keep? 
MR.  JONES:  No.  I  don't  know  of  any.   He's  kind  of 

like  me.   He's  bullheaded.   And  once  he 
sets  his  head,  I  think  he  makes  a  decision,  I  think  he  makes  it  on 
the  facts  that  are  presented  to  him.   I  think  he  stands  by  his  con- 
victions.  This  is  one  of  the  things  that  I  believe  in. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  Of  course,  sometimes  that  brings  trou- 

ble. 
MR.  JONES:  Sure  it  does.   And  he  had  many  many 

troubles.   He  had  a  lot  of  heartaches 
over  the  fact  that  he  did  stick  by  his  guns,  but  you  see  too  many.  . 
MRS.  JONES:  "The  bloody  11",  but  I  think  that's  im- 

proved and  he  was  right.   (This  refers 
t  o  Hi  ghway  1 1W . ) 

MR.  JONES:  Too  many  times  in  the  past  this  is  ex- 

actly what  people  talk  about  when  they 
talk  about  Winfield  not  being  a  politician.   True,  I  would  be  the 
first  person  to  agree  that  he  wasn't  a  politician.   I  told  him  he 
wasn't.   Probably  he'll  hear  this  tape  and  I'll  tell  him  again  he 
wasn't  a  politician,  but  he  was  a  good  man  and  a  statesman.   He  was 
good  for  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  he  said  he  would  be  good  for  the 
State  of  Tennessee.   That  he  would  get  professional  people  to  take 
jobs  in  his  administration  for  much  less  than  what  they  were  making 
in  their  own  profession  to  see  if  we  could  move  Tennessee  forward.   I 
think  these  are  the  convictions  he  made  across  this  state  and  I'll 
have  to  say  that  he  did  this.   Many,  many  people  worked  on  his  staff 
that  were  paid  less  money  than  they  would  have  been  if  they  were 
operating  their  own  business. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Before  we  get  into  something,  let's  go 

into  something  else,  Skeet.   You  may  be 
modest  about  your  own  experience,  but  what  happened  to  you  is  impor- 
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tant  because  it  probably  typifies  what  a  lot  of  other  people  did. 
What  did  you  give   in  his  campaign?   I  think  you  had  a  difference  in 
your  income  tax  statements  that  year  and  so  forth.   What  did  you  put 
into  this  campaign—not  just  personally—but  I  think  it  represents 
what  other  people  felt  about  him? 

MR.  JONES:  Dollars  and  cents  wise? 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  No,  not  just  that  but  in  terms  of  time 

and  the  things  that  you  did. 
MR.  JONES:  Well,  you'll  have  to  say  that  from  prob- 

ably the  first  of  April  or  in  the  middle 
of  April  up  until  the  election  that  I  wasn't  seen  around  the  office 
too  much.   As  you  well  know  being  in  the  real  estate  business  the 
way  you  make  money  is  on  commissions  on  sales.   I  have  to  say  that  my 
sales  were  few  and  far  between  that  year.   Jeanne  worked  and  I  guess 
she  probably  supported  the  family.   Of  course,  we  had  a  business  that 
was  going  on  and  we  had  people  working  within  the  business.   It  was 
quite  a  bit  of  difference  in  my  income  tax  for  that  year  than  had 
been  for  previous  years. 
MRS.  JONES:  You  know  money  was  tight  during  the 

primary.   A  lot  of  times  we  had  to  buy 
our  own  bumper  stickers. 
MR.  JONES:  We  bought  it  all.   We  bought  bumper 

stickers.   We  bought  telephone  posters. 
MRS.  JONES:  If  we  got  donations  it  was  okay  if  we 

didn't,  it  was  okay. 


:        : 

■ 


31 
MR.  JONES:  I  guess  probably  one  of  the  biggest 

things  that  I  really  actually  believe 
that  Winfield  was  going  to  do  that  I  told  you  earlier  in  this  re- 
cording that  finances   were  hard  to  come  by.   We  had  very  few  finan- 
ces.  During  the  primary  I  know  we  hired  Howard  Westhaver.   I  know 
we  are  going  from  front  to  back,  but  what  have  you,  but  since  you 
are  going  to  put  this  thing  together  you  can. 

When  Howard  first  came  on  the  scene--you  talked  to  Howard-- 
Winfield  came  up  here  for  the  Ramp  Festival.   This  was  over  at  New- 
port.  We  met  him  and  took  him  to  the  Ramp  Festival.   As  it  would  be, 
it  was  a  rainy  day!  (Laughter)   I  had  one  brand  new  Stetson  hat  that 
I  use  in  my  auction  sales  and  I  thought  that  thing  would  never  be 
the  same  again  because  I  had  stood  out  in  the  rain  all  day  with  my 
raincoat  on  and  held  an  umbrella  over  Winfield  most  of  the  day.   In 
the  course  of  all  that,  my  hat  was  catching  h .  (Laughter) 

We  had  TV  reporters  and  radio  reporters  and  we  had  all  these 
people.   When  this   is.  the   thing   that  we  did--in  other  words 
when  there  was  somebody  available,  we'd  bring  them  over  to  interview 
Winfield.   I  think  this  is  one  of  the  things  that  people  across  the 
state  did  give  him  the  projection  that  he  needed  in  his  campaign.   We 
spent  the  entire  day  at  the  Ramp  Festival  and  shook  hands  and  intro- 
duced him  to  a  lot  of  the  people.   It  was  a  great  way  of  doing  things. 

I  remember  one  photographer  was  taking  several  shots  of   him  and 
here  he  stands  out  in  the  rain.   We  took  the  umbrella  down  and  Win- 
field was  going  on  with  all  his  talking,  and  hand  gestures  and  talking 
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about  how  beautiful  the  Smoky  Mountains  were  and  all  this  stuff.   It 
was  just  great  to  see  him  out  there  and  you  would  have  thought  the 
sun  was  shining  and  not  a  drop  of  rain  hitting  him,  but  this  is  what 
he  was  doing.   In  the  course  of  that  day,  we  worked  it  out  where  we 
would  come  back  to  Newport  and  we  were  going  to  dedicate  a  new  hos- 
pital there.   The  rescue  squad  was  handling  the  traffic  and  this 
good  stuff.   We  met  a  fellow  there  that  had  been  a  friend  of  ours 
since  Jeanne  and  I  were  dating  back  several  years  in  Newport.   He 
was  directing  traffic  in  the  rescue  squad.   Tooney  Moore  was  his 
name.   We  talked  to  Tooney  about  Winfield.   I  guess  Tooney  was  a 
great  help  over  there.   He  was  well  liked  and  well-known  over  in 
Cocke  County.   The  fact  that  we  were  so  involved  in  this  campaign, 
Tooney  got  on  fire  about  this  campaign.   He  did  a  lot  of  work  for  us 
over  in  Cocke  County.   We  had  a  good  organization  in  Cocke  County, 
I'd  say.   We  were  in  constant  contact  with  him. 

We  came  back  home  here  and  I  believe  that  we  had  corn  beef 
sandwiches  downstairs.   That  was  the  only  thing  she  had  prepared. 
We  had  corn  beef  sandwiches  and  we  had  arranged  that  we  would  make  a 
tape  at  the  cable  TV  station  here  in  Morristown.   We  left  here  with 
our  clothes  just  hanging  on  us--they  were  a  little  out  of  shape-- 
creases  were  gone  and  they  weren't  too  attractive,  but  being  as  it 
may,  we  went  on  to  the  cable  TV  station  and  did  an  interview.   Mr. 
Bob  Williams,  who  was  the  manager  of  the  cable  TV  whom  we  had  made 
a  prior  engagement  with  him  and  set  this  thing  up  was  there.   He 
made  tapes  of  Winfield  in  an  interview  and  these  tapes  we  showed  here 
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and  also  at  some  of  the  other  cities  where  they  had  cable  TV  in. 

This  probably  was  helpful,  but  in  the  course  of  this  particular 
day,  we  needed  a  finance  chairman  and  somebody  to  raise  money.   So  we 
thought  and  we  thought  and  I  called  Howard  Westhaver  and  knew  Howard 
being  involved  in  the  Industrial  Board  like  he  was  at  that  particular 
time.   He  had  some  office  in  the  industrial  community.   I  called 
Howard  and  I  said,  "Howard,  are  you  going  to  be  home  for  a  little 
bit." 

He  said,  "Yes." 

I   said,  "I'd  like  to  come  up  and  talk  to  you."  He  had  no 
earthly  idea  who  I  was  going  to  bring  up  there.   I  think  at  that  time 
Howard  had  only  met  Winfield  once  and  that  was  at  the  Cracker  Barrel 
session.   We  went  up  there  and  Howard  came  to  the  door  and  I  think 
he  was  in  his  stocking  feet.   I  introduced  him  to  Winfield  and  we 
went  in  and  talked.   I  told  Howard  what  our  mission  was  and  that  we 
needed  a  campaign  chairman  and  we  felt  like  that  he  could  do  it. 
Howard  hesitated.   In  fact,  he  hesitated  for  a  pretty  good  while.   I 
think  that  probably  his  wife,  when  we  had  talked  to  him  enough,  but 
Margery  is  the  person  who  talked  Howard  into  being  the  campaign 
chairman  [financial  chairman]  for  Winfield  Dunn.   She  was  excited 
about  Winfield  as  much  I  think  as  we  were.   He  called  up  the  next 
day  and  said  he  agreed  to  do  it.   He  did  a  good  job.   We  were  still 
hard  to  come  in  the  funds  that  we  needed.   And  as  Jeanne  told  you 
many  many  times,  they'd  send  us  material,  cards  to  put  on  telephone 
posts  and  stuff,  and  we  had  to  pay  for  it  ourselves.   They  would 
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send  it  C.O.D.  because  of  the  lack  of  funds.   That  was  fine  that  I 
paid  for  it  myself.  . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  So  in  your  contribution  to  this,  you  put 

in  not  only  time,  but  you  made  telephone 
calls,  you  bought  equipment,  you  traveled  a  good  deal. 

MRS.  JONES:  He  climbed  telephone  poles  and  got  splin- 

ters in  his  elbow  putting  up  signs. 
MR.  JONES:  Getting  back  to  the  telephone  poles  and 

this  is  something  we  have  laughed  about 
several  times.   I  told  Betty  I  guess,  that  I've  done  many  things  for 
her  that  I  wouldn't  do  for  anybody  else.   We  took  step  ladders  out 
about  a  6  or  8  ft.  step  ladder  and  we  put  these  signs  way  up  on  the 
telephone  pole  where  nobody  could  tear  them  down.   I  was  on  this 
street  one  day  putting  a  sign  up;  the  step  ladder  was  a  little  rocky 
while  I  was  putting  it  up.   You  know  how  they  climb  those  poles  when 
splinters  project  out  on  the  pole,  that  cussed  ladder  slipped  out 
from  under  me  and  I  slid  down  that  pole  and  took  the  hide  off  my 
stomach  and  my  arm  and  it  just  about  skinned  me  alive.   It  wasn't 
too  long  after  that  that  we  went  somewhere  and  Betty  was  there  and 
I  was  talking  about  the  contribution  I'd  made  in  sweat  and  blood  and 
skin   (Laughter)  for  the  Dunn  campaign. 

Getting  back  to  the  Finance  Chairman,  Howard  did    pretty  good. 
He  did  a  very  fine  job.   Money  was   slow  to  come  by  since  there  were 
so  many  people  involved  in  this  particular  situation.   Claude  Robert- 
son had  his  people  here.   Bill  Jenkins  had  his  people  here.   Probably 
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we  were  as  hard  to  come  by  finances  than  any  of  them  were. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  During  the  primary? 

MR.  JONES:  During  the  primary.   But  in  the  wind-up 

we  were  so  sure  that  we  were  going  to 
win  this  primary  that  we  went  all  out  in  newspaper  advertisement 
just  before  the  primary.   We  didn't  have  a  dime!!   We  didn't  have  one 
dime  to  do  all  this  with.   The  radio  advertisements—no ,  I  guess  this 
was  the  Las  Vegas   gamblers  type  thing.   We  gambled  it  all. 

We  had  about  $3,000  that  we  had  spent  in  advertising—full  page 
ads— and  we  had  one  of  the  finest  ads  that  Winfield  ever  had  in  one 
of  his  campaigns  I  think.   We  had  pictures  from  all  these  different 
things  that  he  did  and  these  were  all  put  together  on  a  piece  of 
paper  that  we  had  all  worked  out  showing  him  in  different  places 
making  speeches  and  meeting  different  people  and  all  this  stuff— a 
full  page.   And  then  for  about  a  week  or  maybe  two  weeks  on  every 
page  of  the  newspaper  we  had  a  little  deal  in  there.   On  every  page- 
it  didn't  make  any  difference  if  it  was  the  editorial  page  or  sport 
page  or  what  there  was  something  in  there  "Vote  for  Winfield  Dunn." 
We  gambled  this— Howard  Westhaver  and  I  did— over  $3,000.   Like  I 
say,  we  didn't  have  a  dime.   We  knew  if  we  went  down,  .[MRS  .  JONES: 
We'd  end  up  paying  it.]   There  was  no  money— no  money  coming  from 
nowhere  because  to  get  contributions  to  a  lost  candidate  they  are 
just  not  to  be  had.   As  a  rule,  the  radio  stations  and  newspapers 
[are]  paid  in  advance.   Being  in  the  situation  that  Howard  is  and 
being  in  the  situation  that  I  was— advertising  with  the  paper  daily 
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and  the  radio  stations--we  did  it  all  on  credit.   (Laughter) 

It  worked  out  great! 
MRS.  JONES:  The  contributions  came  in. 

MR.  JONES:  The  newspaper  didn't  know  that  we  didn't 

have  the  money  whenever  we  did  this. 
And  for  G--'s  sake  don't  tell  them!   (Laughter)   The  radio  stations 
didn't  know  it. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  They  got  paid? 

MR.  JONES:  Yeah,  they  got  paid!   I  think  probably 

the  fact  that  we  had  the  faith  that  we 
needed  that  we  were  going  to  win.   I  told  Howard  when  we  were  working 
this  up,  I  said,  "Howard,  I  guess  you  know  if  Winfield  loses,  you 
know  who  is  going  to  be  stuck  with  the  bill?" 

You  know  Howard  in  his  deep  voice  he  said,  "Yeah,  I  guess  I  do!" 
I  guess  it  would  have  been  a  toss-up  who  was  going  to  pay  it, 
me  or  him,  or  however  we  were  going  to  do  it.   That  was  to  be  worked 
out.   Anyhow,  things  be  as  they  were,  it  all  worked  out  for  the  best — 
Winfield  won.   The  money  was  plentiful  thereafter.   I  won't  say  plen- 
tiful, but  we  had  enough.   We  were  very  conservative  probably  in  our 
election  endeavors  because  the  fact  of  it  was  that  he  asked  people  to 
do  things.   People  in  the  past  had  been  paid  to  do  things—entertain- 
ers and  stuff  like  this—these  people  came  forward  and  performed  for 
nothing.   They  did  great  things  for  nothing.   Everybody  seemed  to 
pitch  in.   It  seemed  to  be  a  unified  effort  between  all  the  people 
concerned  to  get  a  change  in  government.   Probably  that  needs  to  be 
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done  again  in  a  few  years  coming.   I  don't  know,  but  I  think  it  was 
due  at  that  time. 
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THE  PLACE  IS  MORRISTOWN,  TENNESSEE  AND  THE  DATE  IS  JULY  9,  1976.   THE 
INTERVIEW  IS  BY  DR.  CHARLES  W.  CRAWFORD,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MEMPHIS  STATE 
ORAL  HISTORY  RESEARCH  OFFICE.   TRANSCRIBED   BY   BETTY  WILLIAMS.   IN- 
TERVIEW #  II. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Let's  go  on  into  the  changes  that  occurred 

between  the  primary  and  the  general  elec- 
tion.  It  was  one  struggle  in  the  primary  and  after  that  you  were  in 
a  different  game  with  no  Republican  opposition. 
MRS.  JONES:  Things  were  much  easier. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  With  only  John  J.  Hooker,  the  Democratic 

candidate.   How  was  it  different?   Jeanne, 
what  did  you  notice  different  in  a  campaign? 
MRS.  JONES:  The  money  came  easier  and  of  course,  the 

help  came  easier.   We  moved  into  a  lar- 
ger headquarters.   Things  were  elevated  somewhat,  I  would  say. 
MR.  JONES:  No,  we  moved  into  a  2  by  4  office  deal. 

We  were  graciously  donated  a  nice  place. 
It  had  been  a  women's  store.   We  installed  7  telephones.   We  had  3 
full-time  people  working--paid  employees.   We  tried  to  maintain  at 
least  7  volunteer  workers  to  maintain  the  phones  every  day  to  answer 
calls  and  make  calls  and  what  have  you.   It  became  quite  an  operation 


. 
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I  must  say  after  that.   There  was  a  little  question  of  who  was  going 
to  head  up  the  campaign  here  in  Hamblen  County  at  that  time.   And  a 
little  controversy  over  who  was  going  to  be  the  man  in  charge. 

Dale  Young  at  that  particular  time  came  into  the  picture.   Of 
course,  Bill  Russell  being  the  coordinator  for  this  particular  area 
in  the  primary  days  was  removed  from  his  role  as  coordinator  in  this 
particular  section  which  at  that  time  we  were  in  the  Second  District. 
Since  then  we  have  been  placed  back  in  the  First  District.   But  we 
were  at  that  time  in  the  Second  District  jurisdiction.   Bill  Russell 
called  me  and  he  was  a  little  disturbed.   Reese  Paul  Hamilton  down 
in  Loudon  County  also  called.   I  don't  think  anybody  really  realized 
what  was  taking  place  when  Dale  took  over.   Dale  didn't  do  it  ex- 
actly like  it  should  have  been.   He  just  came  in  one  day  and  told 
Bill  Russell  at  that  particular  time  that  he  would  like  to  have  all  of 
his  files  and  information  names  and  phone  numbers  and  what  have  you 
turned  over  to  him,  and  he  had  been  appointed  as  the  field  director 
for  the  whole  East  Tennessee  area. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  know  about  when  that  happened, 

Skeet? 
MR.  JONES:  This  was  almost—well  I  won't  say  it  was 

immediately  after  the  primary--it  was  in 
the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks.   I  know  we  were  all  standing  still.  . 
MRS.  JONES:  Resting  and  catching  our  breath. 

MR.  JONES:  I  didn't  know  what  direction  to  make.   I 

got  a  call  from  Dale  Young,  and  not 
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knowing  him  from  anybody--he  told  me  he  was  from  Blount  County--I 
figured  he  was  a  Howard  Baker  appointee  and  I  think  it  turned  out  in 
the  end  that  he  was  a  Howard  Baker  appointee.   He  wanted  to  meet 
with  me. 

We're  getting  back  to  the  same  time  on  that  particular  day  that 
Dale  Young  was  in  town--and  that  was  another  day  that  we  were  having 
a  Kiwanis  meeting—hearing  Dale  and  I  didn't  even  know  who  he  was. 
But  I  happened  to  go  into  the  men's  room  at  the  Holiday  Inn  and  lo 
and  behold  there  he  was  where  I  had  seen  him  talking  to  some  of  the 
Bill  Jenkins1  people  out  in  the  lobby.   Of  course,  it  wasn't  till 
that  afternoon  that  he  came  to  meet  with  me  that  I  knew  who  he  was 
and  prior  to  meeting  me  he  had  met  with  the  Bill  Jenkins'  people  at 
the  Holiday  Inn. 

I'm  sure  that  the  pressure  was  applied  at  that  particular  time 
to  appoint  somebody  in  this  particular  group  to  head  up  the  Winfield 
Dunn  campaign. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  mean  in  the  Baker  group  or  the 

Jenkins'  group? 
MR.  JONES:  Well,  the  Baker  and  the  Jenkins'  group 

because  [they  were]  all  the  same  people. 
The  Baker  group  were--these  were  more  or  less  the  Bill  Jenkins'  sup- 
porters and  what  have  you.   But  I  am  sure  there  was  probably  a  lot  of 
pressure  applied  at  that  time  as  to  who  would  head  up  the  campaign 
and  what  have  you.   That  afternoon  about  2:30  he  came  to  my  office 
and  had  a  meeting  with  me.   He  asked  me  several  questions  and  really 
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and  truly  it  irked  me  somewhat  I  guess.   But  I  told  him,  I  said, 

"Dale,  it  don't  make  a  d who  you  appoint  to  head  this  thing  as 

campaign  manager.   I'm  for  Winfield  Dunn!"   "It  doesn't  make  any 
difference  to  me  whether  it  is  me  or  somebody  else,  I'm  still  for 
Winfield  Dunn  and  I'm  going  to  do  everything  I  can  to  see  that  he 
gets  elected.   Now  the  thing  for  you  to  do  is  to  go  ahead  and  say 
and  make  your  commitment  of  who  you  are  going  to  support  or  your 
recommendations  and  let's  get  on  with  the  job  at  hand." 

I  think  that  was  the  turning  point  in  the  relationship  and  I 
say  what  I  think.   It  doesn't  make  any  difference  to  you  or  anybody 
else.   I  think  Dale  at  that  time  saw  what  I  was  getting  at  because 
he  remembered  seeing  me  in  the  men's  room  at  the  Holiday  Inn.   (Laugh- 
ter)  I  was  a  little  upset  about  the  whole  deal--the  fact  that  he  had 
come  to  our  county  and  the  fact  that  he  had  the  meeting  with  the 
opposite  people  that  I  had  had  problems  with  the  past  three  or  four 
months  before  he  had  met  with  me.   This  irked  me  just  a  little  bit. 
I  just  told  him  how  I  felt  because  it  really  didn't  make  any  differ- 
ence with  me.   I  was  going  to  be  for  Winfield  Dunn  and  it  didn't 
make  any  difference.   And  I  was  going  to  do  my  thing. 

He  said,  "Oh  oh,  I  don't  think  there's  going  to  be  any  change  in 
your  position.  I  think  probably  you'll  still  be  the  chairman  or  what 
have  you." 

I  said,  "It  doesn't  make  any  difference  with  me.   The  thing  for 
you  to  do  is  make  the  decision.   Do  you  want  me  to  head  up  this 
campaign  or  what?" 
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Now  I  don't  know  who  was  running  the  show  or  what  have  you  at 
that  particular  time,  but  I  do  know  the  next  day  they  called  me  and 
told  me  that  I  would  still  be  heading  up  the  campaign.   I  would  say 
I  was  pleased.   The  fact  that  we  had  done  so  much  and  worked  so  hard 
to  be  able  to  be  involved  in  the  wind-up  of  the  general  election  would 
have  been  somewhat  of  a  downfall.   But  there  was  no  question  about  it, 
I  would  have  felt  bad  I  guess. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  that  was  (notable,  because  in  many 

counties  it  did  happen  that  the  people 
who  had  managed  it  in  the  primary  were  moved  out  for  the  general  elec- 
tion. 
MRS.  JONES:  Because  they  weren't  experienced  people 

probably,  don't  you  guess. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  think  that  was  a  lot  of  it. 

MR.  JONES:  I  know  that  some  of  our  people  who  had 

worked  in  the  primary  were  moved.   I 
know  that.   So  many  people  that  we  were  related  with  that  had  been 
moved  out.   You  could  feel  it  and  see  it.   I  knew  there  was  a  power 
struggle  at  the  time. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  saw  a  change  in  the  headquarters 

too? 
MR.  JONES:  Oh  yes,  oh  yeah.   I  sure  did,  I  really 

did. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  happened  there? 

MR.  JONES:  Well  of  course,  Lamar  came  down  and  of 
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course,  he  was  hand  picked  by  Howard 
Baker  and  the  first  thing  I  knew  everybody  I  knew  were  the  Baker 
people  in  there  to  head  up  the  Winfield  Dunn  thing.   We  had  a  meet- 
ing in  Knoxville  and  there  were  several  of  us  people  who  were  a  little 
upset  about  it.   I  didn't  really  know  what  the  situation  was: 
whether  the  governor  was  going  to  be  in  control  [or]  by  Howard  Baker 
or  how  it  was.   To  tell  you  the  truth  I  was  not  a  Howard  Baker  fan. 
I  was  a  Bill  Brock  man.   He's  pretty  much  like  Winfield  Dunn.   He's 
an  easy  spoken  fellow  and  he  is  honest  and  sincere  in  his  efforts  in 
what  he  says  and  what  he  does.   This  is  the  kind  of  guy  I  like 
representing  me.   Howard  Baker  is  a  big  me  and  a  little  you. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  may  have  noticed  that  after  the 

primary  the  office  of  Howard  Baker  sent 
down  a  whole  group  of  people  to  take  over  the  campaign  who  had  not 
given  it  too  much  attention  before.   Perhaps  because  they  didn't  see 
Winfield  Dunn  as  a  winner . 
MRS.  JONES:  That's  right. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  He  did  win  and  he  had  a  whole  new  group 

of  people  coming  in  from  Washington 
taking  over  and  reorganizing  the  whole  state.   Did  you  notice  the 
change  here? 

MRS.  JONES:  We  noticed. 

MR.  &  MRS.  JONES:  Oh  yes,  and  all  across  the  state. 

MR.  JONES:  What  was  the  judge's  name  there  in 

Memphis  who  was  so  active  in  the  primary? 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  Harry  Wellford. 

MR.  JONES:  Harry  Wellford.   He  was  a  fine  fellow. 

He  was  real  energetic  and  did  a  terrif- 
ic amount  of  work,  in  the  primary  and  of  course  he  was  promised  this 
judgeship  which  the  appointment  was  made  by  Howard  Baker.   You  heard 
very  little  of  him  in  the  general  election.   These  are  some  of  the 
things.   Bill  Rachels  and  some  of  the  people  that  worked  real  hard 
in  the  primary  days,  they  still  worked  hard  in  the  general  election. 
Now  these  are  the  people  that  I  respect.   They  didn't  receive  any- 
thing, but  gosh  they  worked  their  hearts  out.  Bill  Rachels  was  one 
of  them.   Bill  Rachels,  I  don't  know  if  he  is  in  Chattanooga  now  or 
what--he  is  in  the  funeral  business.   I  hold  a  lot  of  respect  for 
this  guy.   He  wanted  nothing  out  of  the  administration  he  wanted  to 
see  a  change.   1  wanted  nothing.   I  didn't  want  any  job. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  had  a  job. 

MR.  JONES:  I  had  a  job.   I  didn't  want  anything. 

There's  nothing  at  all  that  a  change  in 
the  administration  was  going  to  help  me  a  bit.   In  fact,  if  anything, 
it  probably  hurt  me  businesswise .   But  I  felt  for  the  benefit  of  the 
state  of  Tennessee  that  we  needed  desperately  this  change.   Some  of 
the  people  worked  feverously  and  they  worked  hard  for  the  fact 
that  they  did  want  something  that  the  state  had  to  offer.   Well,  that 
was  fine  —  that's  the  way  they  operate. 

But  I  think  all  in  all,  the  majority  of  the  people  that  worked 
long  hours,  gave  a  great  deal  of  the  money  in  the  Winfield  Dunn 
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campaign  wanted  nothing.   I  think  this  is  the  ingredient  that  it 
takes  to  change  the  state  in  the  way  that  it  was  changed.   I  really 
do. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  suspect  that  you  are  right  about  that. 

Most  of  the  people  really  didn't  do  it 
for  patronage,  for  money,  or  for  anything  except  that  they  believed 
in  him  and  they  wanted  to.   That's  something  that  you  can't  buy  with 
money. 
MR.  JONES:  That's  right,  that's  exactly  right.   I 

was  offered  a  commission  at  one  time  and 
I  turned  it  down.   I  was  offered  a  commission  on  the  Tom  Bigbee 
Waterways.   There  was  an  opening  there  and  they  called  me  and  I  turned 
it  down.   Probably  I  did  this  a  little  too  early.   Maybe  I  should 
have  looked  into  the  situation,  but  I  had  said  all  the  time  through 
the  whole  campaign  that  I  did  not  want  anything  out  of  the  campaign 
and  that  I  felt  like  that  we  needed  a  change.   Maybe  I  don't  know. 
Maybe  this  was  the  reason  that  I  did  turn  it  down.   Maybe  another 
reason  was  that  I  didn't  feel  like  I  was  qualified  to  hold  this  job. 
To  tell  you  the  truth  I  don't  know  why  that  I  turned  it  down.   I 
did--I  turned  it  down.   Maybe  this  was  a  mistake,   I  don't  know. 

I  didn't  receive  any  favors  from  his  administration  or  compen- 
sations whatsoever. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  In  your  case  it  was  very  much  on  a  per- 

sonal basis,  wasn't  it?   You  have  a 
new  friend  as  a  result  of  this  or  a  couple  of  friends.   The  Dunns 
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are  your  friends,  aren't  they? 

MR.  JONES:  They  really  and  truly  are. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  you  certainly  didn't  do  it  for  any 

sort  of  reward.   You  turned  down  the 
appointment . 

MR.  JONES:  No  sir,   none  whatsoever.   We  were  in- 

vited down  and  we  spent  a  week-end  with 
them  down  in  the  governor's  mansion.   This  is  something  that  very 
few  people  have  the  opportunity  to  do  and  we  felt  great  about  it.   It 
was  something  we  could  talk  about  for  years  to  come.   I  think  that 
Winfield  did  this  just  out  of  the  graciousness  of  his  heart.   He 
wanted  to  spend  some  time  with  us.   I  would  like  to  think  that  this 
was  the  reason.   That's  all  we  did.   We  just  more  or  less  enjoyed 
ourselves  and  talked  like  we  did  when  they  were  here. 
MRS.  JONES:  Visited. 

MR.  JONES:  If  Winfield  and  Betty  were  to  come  back 

here  and  spend  the  week-end  with  us,  I'm 
sure  it  would  be  the  same  way.   We  had  created  a  friendship  that  I 
hope  is  lasting  in  these  two  people. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Probably  in  the  long  run,  it  is  worth  a 

lot  more  than  the  appointment  to  the 
commission. 

MR.  JONES:  Yes,  that's  right.   No  question  about  it, 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  about  the  money  situation  after  the 

primary?   That  became  better  I  gather. 
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MR.  JONES:  Yes,  that  became  somewhat  better.   Of 

course,  at  that  particular  time,  our 
finance  chairman  Mr.  Westhaver,  and  you  are  probably  aware  of,  was 
appointed  the  finance  chairman  for  the  whole  Second  District  at  that 
time.   That  broadened  the  scope  that  he  had  to  work  with.   Money  was 
a  little  bit  more  available  at  that  particular  time.   But  yet  we  had 
probably  gotten  used  to  the  fact  that  we  were  a  conservative  type 
people  and  we  still  prevailed  upon  people  to  give  their  time  and 
energy  freely  which  they  did.   I  guess  probably  that  we  ran  probably 
one  of  the  best  campaigns  for  the  least  amount  of  money  that  you  could 
find  in  the  state  of  Tennessee. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  how  much  you  did  spend? 

MR.  JONES:  No,  I  really  don't  because  Howard  kept 

up  with  that  and  he  sent  a  report  I 
think  into  the  state  of  who  the  contributors  were  and  how  much  they 
contributed.   I  do  not  know  who  they  were.   In  fact,  I  didn't  want 
to  know  who  they  were,  because  this  way,  not  knowing,  I  couldn't 
give  anybody  any  more  preference  as  far  as  their  contribution  were 
concerned  as  I  would  anybody  else.   I  really  don't  know.   I  don't 
want  to  know,  because  I  treated  everybody  equal,  right  down  the  line. 
It  didn't  make  any  difference  who  it  was,  they  were  all  treated  the 
same.   I  think  most  everybody  who  did  make  contributions  were  treated 
of  their  own  accord,  openly  and  not  expecting  anything  in  return.   I 
know  there  were  probably  a  few  that  expected  something.   To  my  knowl- 
edge there  wasn't  many  who  actually  expected  something  in  return  for 
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their  contributions.  This  is  one  thing  that  I  am  grateful  for  and  I 
feel  real  good  about--these  people  who  were  involved  in  this  partic- 
ular campaign. 

The  campaign  seems  to  have  been  managed 
cleanly  without  any  scan  al  or  any 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 


problems  coming  up. 
MR.  JONES: 
MRS.  JONES: 

MR.  JONES: 


No  problems  at  all—none  whatsoever. 
Winfield  ended  his  campaign  with  a  ral- 

iy. 

He  did.   I  think  that  was  the  keynote. 

We  felt  honored  to  have  this. 
MRS.  JONES:  We  were  told  we  had  one  of  the  biggest 

groups  that  ever  came  out  to  a  rally  in 
Hamblen  County. 
MR.  JONES:  We  rented  the  VFW.   We  had  a  group  of 

kids  that  worked  feverous ly  for  two  or 
three  weeks  making  place  cards  and  these  things  that  you  hold  up  on 
sticks  and  all  this  stuff  with  slogans  on  it.   We  had  corporations 
to  donate  the  cardboard;  Berkline's  donated  the  sticks  that  we 
stapled  them  on.   We  had  a  shop  set  up  with  all  kinds  of  paint.   [MRS. 
JONES:   Standing  room  only]   We  had  people  from  everywhere  and  all 
over  the  whole  district  to  come  here.   Really  and  truly,  I  felt  like 
it  was  an  honor  as  far  as  I  was  concerned.   The  fact  that  he  started 
his  campaign  in  Knoxville.   This  was  the  kick-off  as  far  as  the 
general  election.   He  ended  it  in  Morristown. 
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They  called  me  and  they  had  this  bus  that  they  were  traveling 
all  over  East  Tennessee  in.   They  had  Bill  Jenkins  and  all  the  can- 
didates that  he  had  defeated  in  the  primary  riding  the  bus  plus  a 
bunch  of  dignitaries.   They  were  traveling  over  the  whole  East 
Tennessee  area  and  it  was  going  to  end  up  here  in  Morristown.   We 
organized  and  set  this  thing  up  and  put  it  into  motion  to  have  the 
ending  speech  and  the  very  end  of  his  campaign  was  here  in  Morris - 
town. 

We  had  big  signs  erected  on  the  corners  of  25-E  and  11-E  to  the 
fact  that  Winfield  Dunn  was  ending  his  campaign  here  in  Morristown. 
East  High  Band  came  out  in  great  force  and  played  beautifully  for 
this  particular  occasion.   I  received  a  little  controversy  from  some 
of  our  fellow  Dunn  supporters  to  the  fact  that  I  wanted  Bill  Jenkins 
to  be  MC  at  that  particular  thing.   They  thought  that  I  ought  to  be, 
but  I  was  the  campaign  manager  and  they  had  all  heard  me  before.   I 
was  more  or  less  correlating—organizing  things.   I  got  into  a  little 
dispute  with  a  few  of  my  folks  over  that!   But  I  won  out.   I  guess 
in  the  position  that  I  was,  and  I  contacted  Bill  Jenkins  and  he 
graciously  accepted  to  be  the  MC .   I  thought  this  was  very  appropri- 
ate.  This  was  an  endeavor  by  all  the  East  Tennessee  sections  and 
we  had  called  them  all  in  and  they  were  going  to  have  their  groups 
and  be  identified  in  this  mass  of  people. 

Bill  Jenkins  did  a  tremendous  job.   Probably  this  helped  Winfield 
too,  in  some  respects,  because  there  was  a  lot  of  people  that  had 
supported  Bill  Jenkins  and  were  hurt  probably  and  the  fact  that  he 
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was  so  involved  in  it  at  the  very  end--he  was  MC  and  made  the  speech 
and  all  this  good  stuff --who  knows.   We  may  have  gained  a  few  votes. 
That's  what  we  tried   to  do.   It  didn't  make  any  difference  whether 
you  spoke  or  I  spoke  or  who  spoke.   If  it  made  votes  for  Winfield 
Dunn,  that's  exactly  what  we  were  trying  to  do.   Bill  did  a  tremen- 
dous job.   I  will  never  forget  Felknor  over  in  Jefferson  County  called 
me  one  day.   He  said,  "How  many  seats  in  that  place  does  it  hold?" 

I  said,  "I  don't  really  know,  Joe.   I  guess  it'll  hold  probably 
600  or  800." 

He  said,  "Hell,  it's  got  to  hold  more  than  that.   I've  got  1100 
people  committed  to  come!"    (Laughter) 
MRS.  JONES:  We  did  have  a  crowd! 

MR.  JONES:  I  said,  "I  certainly  hope  not!   But  the 

motorcade  came  and  the  bus  came  here  to 
this  our  home.  We  set  up  a  chow  line  for  them  downstairs  and  we  fed 
this  whole  mass  of  people. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  many? 

MR.  JONES:  I  don't  know.   I  don't  know  how  many 

people  it  was. 
MRS.  JONES:  Several. 

MR.  JONES:  Anyhow,  Jeanne  and  some  of  her  friends 

got  together  and  they  put  the  food  to- 
gether. 
MRS.  JONES:  There  was  no  place  to  eat.   They  had  to 

come  from  Greeneville  and  there  was  no 
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place  to  eat. 
MR.  JONES:  No  place  to  eat  so  we  just  directed  them 

in  here  and  we  would  just  feed  them  here 
before  they  went  down  to  the  closing  ceremonies  that  we  had  in  this 
campaign.   We  were  happy  to  do  it.   They  drove  their  bus  up  here.   We 
fed  them  all.   We  gave  them  refreshments  and  whatever  they  wanted. 
We  just  had  a  gay  old  time  before  we  went  down  there  and  ended  the 
campaign  right  there. 

As  it  would  be,  through  the  whole  deal,  every  time  we  had  a  mass 
of  people  it  seemed  like  that  somebody  in  the  Democratic  organization 
or  somebody  would  start   a  barrage  of  telephone  calls.   At  that  par- 
ticular time  my  mother  was  seriously  ill  and  she  was  in  a  nursing 
home.   And  I  know  they  came  and  hunted  me  out  and  said  I  had  an 
emergency  telephone  call.   Were  you  at  the  head  table,  Jeanne? 
MRS.  JONES:  No,  I  was  on  the  stage. 

MR.  JONES:  She  was  on  the  stage.   I  wasn't.   I 

felt  like  I  ought  to  be  down  in  the 
audience  meeting  the  people.   They  announced  that  and  I  went  back  to 
the  telephone  and  I  got  two  or  three  crank  calls.   I  think  she  worried 
quite  a  bit  about  this,  but  these  were  things  that  we  got  used  to  or 
I  had. 
MRS.  JONES:  I  think  the  Democrats  at  that  time  were 

grasping.   I  think  they  knew  Winfield 
was  the  winner. 
MR.  JONES:  I  think  so  too.   They  were  calling  me 


: 
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every  day  wanting  to  bet--and  I  don't 
bet--wanting  to  do  this  and  wanting  to  bet.   I  said,  "Fellows,  you 
know  my  convictions--I  don't  bet  on  elections.   I  just  don't  beleive 
in  it.   I  just  don't  do  it."   I  think  what  they  were  trying  to  do 
was  weaken  my  confidence  in  the  candidate  that  I  was  supporting,  but 
it  never  did  happen. 

I  know  one  fellow  that  I  finally  took  a  hundred  dollar  bet  with 
him  and  he  would  call  me  up  every  few  days  and  tell  me  what  was 
going  on  here  and  what  was  going  on  there  and  all  this  good  stuff.   I 
said,  "Well,  I'm  not  really  worried  about  it.   If  you  are  worried 
about  your  hundred  dollars,  I  didn't  want  to  bet  with  you  so  let's 
call  it  off  and  forget  it."  I  don't  want  to  bet--I  don't  bet  on  elec- 
tions.  Because  I  have  found  out  in  years  of  experience  that  all  it 
does  is  tend  to  make  enemies.   Only  election  bets.   It  held  pat   and 
as  fate  would  have  it,  I  did  make  an  enemy  out  of  this  guy.   He  has 
very  little  to  do  with  me  these  days.   That's  a  sad  situation,  really 
and  truly.   I  was  blunged  into  this  thing,  I  guess  you  would  say  and 
I  didn't  want  to.   But  everytime  that  I  would  be  around  in  a  place 
where  there  was  a  group  of  people,  he  would  say,  "Don't  believe  in 
your  candidate  enough  to  bet   on  him?"  And  all  this  stuff  and  what 
he  was  trying  to  do  was  make  me  look  bad.   I  finally  did  bet  him 
the  hundred  dollars  and  I  won! 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  collect  the  hundred? 

MR.  JONES:  I  collected  the  hundred,  but  really  and 

truly  I  offered  him  the  hundred  back 


. 
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after  that  because  of  the  friend  that  I  lost.   I  have  had  this  to 
happen  in  the  past.   This  is  just  some  of  the  things  that  happen 
in  the  course  of  a  political  race  of  this  time.   I  really  don't  know. 
In  fact,  he  was  a  Republican  too,  I  don't  understand  that  either. 
(Laughter) 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now,  after  the  election  at  least  one 

other  issue  of  importance  came  into 
Morristown--the  matter  of  the  prison.   For  the  record,  how  did  it 
come  out?  When  did  you  first  learn  what  was  the  reaction  to  it? 
MR.  JONES:  Yes,  I  guess  I  was  probably  more  in- 

volved in  the  correctional  facility 
than  any  other  person  in  the  whole  state  of  Tennessee,  I  suppose. 
The  Commissioner  of  Corrections  came  up  here  one  day  and  he  was  on  an 
inspection  tour  of  our  jails.   I  was  called  and  told  that  he  was 
coming.   I  met  him  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce—a  very  fine  fellow.   I 
think  that  he  was  sincere  in  his  endeavors  and  wanted  to  help  the 
first  offenders  and  probably  this  is  the  course  that  I  have  followed 
down  through  the  years—that  I  wanted  to  help  people  that  were  vic- 
tims of  circumstances  and  first  offenders  and  what  have  you.   But  any- 
how, he  and  his  wife  and  I  traveled  together  for  the  big  part  of  the 
day  and  we  did  inspect  the  county  jail  which  I  would  have  to  say  at 
that  particular  time  was  in  a  horrible  condition— the  way  that  these 
people  were  living.   Then  we  went  on  to  visit  the  city  jail  and  then 
we  went  on  to  the  industrial  park  and  I  showed  him  the  biggest  part 
of  the  town  and  we  had  just  an  enjoyable  day  and.  .  .  While  we  were 
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talking  that  day,  he  came  up  with  this  idea  of  the  correctional 
centers . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Was  this  Mark  Luttrell? 

MR.  JONES:  Yes,  Mark  Luttrell--Commissioner  Mark 

Luttrell.   He  had  hoped  in  the  course  of 
the  Dunn  Administration  that  they  could  build  five  and  he  wanted  to 
build  one  in  the  East  Tennessee  area,  more  or  less,  as  a  model.   He, 
more  or  less,  went  ahead  to  tell  me  his  plans  and  stuff  and  I  thought 
it  was  a  great  idea.   I  discussed  it  with  quite  a  few  people.   We 
felt  possibly  that  we  might  be  able  to  obtain  this  facility  for  our 
city. 

So  anyhow,  they  had  a  geographic  study  of  the  area  and  they 
decided  that  Baileyton,  Tennessee  which  was  a  little  town  outside  of 
Greeneville,  Tennessee  which  would  be  the  center—in  other  words  this 
would  be  the  hub  of  East  Tennesse  area.   Probably  they  ought  to 
build  one  of  these  facilities  and  this  way  it  would  serve  the  whole 
region.   At  that  particular  time  they  weren't  completely  sure  of 

what  they  would  call  this  facility Whether  they  would  call  it  a 

jail  or  a  regional  jail  or  what  have  you.   They  bounced  this  thing 
around  then  they  sent  a  bunch  of  people  from  the  correctional  de- 
partment into  Baileyton  and  told  some  of  the  people  up  there  what  the 
job  was  and  what  they  were  planning  on  doing  and  they  were  going  to 
build  some  of  these  correctional  facilities  in  the  state  of  Tennessee 
and  since  this  being  the  center  of  the  East  Tennessee  area,  they  had 
chosen  this  particular  spot. 


: 

: 
: 

: 
: 

: 


18 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  know  who  made  the  decision  now? 

MR.  JONES:  No,  I  think  the  penal  institution 

probably  had  gotten  a  commission  together, 
I'm  not  sure  who  made  the  decision  where  it  would  be,  but  geograph- 
ically that  would  be  the  center  of  the  East  Tennessee  area. 

They  talked  to  some  of  the  local  people  up  there  and  the  local 
people  just  completely  went  haywire  about  the  situation  that  there 
was  going  to  be  a  correctional  facility  there.  Actually  it  would 
house  more  people  within  its  walls  than  the  community  had  as  far  as 
numbers.   I  think  probably  there  were  150  people  in  this  little  com- 
munity and  they  were  talking  about  building  a  facility  which  would 
house  400  folks.   Now  I  would  see  why  they  would  be  disturbed  over  a 
situation  like  that!   So  when  they  received  all  the  information  back 
and  the  people  were  up  in  arms  about  the  thing,  I  think  they  decided 
that  they  possibly  would  go  to  Greeneville  since  the  state  owned  a 
bunch  of  property  behind  Greene  Valley  that  they  would  build  that  up 
there. 

So  Winfield  went  up  there  and  he  talked  with  some  of  the  people. 
Commissioner  Mark  Luttrell  sent  a  bunch  of  people  up  there  to  talk 
with  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  community  and  of  course  there  was 
quite  an  uprising  over  this  particular  situation  because  Greene  Val- 
ley houses  mentally  retarded  people  and  for  years  and  years  and  years 
people  who  had  a  mentally  disturbed  or  retarded  person  would  keep 
them  in  dark  rooms.   They  were  actually  ashamed  of  them.   I  mean  they 
had  built  a  facility  of  this  type  to  house  these  people  and  more  or 
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less  brought  these  people  out  in  the  open.   I  really  didn't  support 
this  idea  myself  because  you've  got  a  mental  retarded  situation  here 
and  then  you've  got  an  institution  right  across  the  hill — just  a  few 
hundred  feet  away  you've  got  a  regional  correctional  facility.   I 
didn't  think  that  would  be  good  for  the  community  as  a  whole,  see. 
Our  primary  interest  in   Greene  Valley  was  to  try  to  rehabilitate 
these  mentally  disturbed  people.   I  voiced  my  opinion  in  Nashville 
on  that.   I  had  several  ministers  to  come  by  and  asked  me  to  voice 
my  opinion  which  I  did.   I  had  a  meeting  immediately  after  that  after 
they  had  discarded  the  fact  that  they  might  go  to  Greeneville  and 
build  this  thing.   There  was  a  possibility  that  since  we  were  situ- 
ated like  we  were  and  we  really  had  everything  that  was  needed — the 
criteria  that  would  make  this  thing  work — we  had  it  all.   We  had  the 
adult  and  the  juvenile  probation  officers  here  that  operated  in  the 
whole  East  Tennessee  area,  we  had  the  mental  hospital  here,  we  had 
the  Walters  State.  .  . 
MRS.  JONES:  We  didn't  have  the  mental  hospital  here 

but  the  mental  health  center. 
MR.  JONES:  We  had  the  vocational  rehabilitation 

center,  and  everything  that  would  make 
this  thing  work  was  housed  here  in  Morristown.   This  was  the  criteria 
that  was  set  up  when  they  came  out  with  the  new  idea.   So  what  I  did 
was  call  a  meeting  of  the  Industrial  Board  of  the  City  of  Morristown 
and  Hamblen  County.   At  that  time  I  was  a  member  of  the  Industrial 
Board.   I  told  those  folks  that  I  felt  like  there  was  a  possibility 
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that  we  might  be  able  to  obtain  the  facility  here  in  Morristown. 
Since  we  were  centrally  located  in  the  lakeway  region  here.    I 
would  guess  at  that  meeting  that  we  probably  had  35  or  40  people 
there.   Now  these  were  leaders  in  our  community.   These  were  people 
who  headed  the  Utility  Commission  which  would  be  the  guide.   We  had 
people  who  were  with  the  water  and  electric  commission  here  in 
Morristown.   Some  of  the  political  leaders  and  all  of  them  were  in 
agreement  that  we  ought  to  try  to  get  this  thing. 

So  I  contacted  Mark  Luttrell  and  told  him  what  the  situation 
was.   He  told  me  that  they  would  be  glad  to  look  at  this  thing.   At 
this  particular  time  we  had  53  acres  of  land  in  the  Industrial  Park 
that  would  be  good  to  establish  this  particular  facility.   We 
talked  to  some  of  the  people  on  the  City  Council  and  they  agreed  that 
probably  it  would  be  good  because  they  needed  a  pumping  station  to 
handle  the  sewerage.    This  was  going  to  be  quite  an  extensive  thing 
and  they  thought  they  would  donate  the  land  which  was  not  useable 
for  industrial  purposes  and  that  the  state  would  come  in  and  develop 
it  and  build  this  regional  facility  on  it  and  they  would  put  in  the 
necessary  pumping  stations  as  far  as  sewerage  was  concerned.   In 
essence,  this  would  be  an  asset  to  the  industrial  park.   They  all 
bought  it.   This  was  great  and  they  said,  "Go  down  there  and  sell  it 
to  the  Governor  and  Mark  Luttrell  and  we  are  all  for  it." 

So  we  did.   We  invited  Mark  Luttrell  to  come  back  up  here  and 
look  at  the  site  and  he  brought  some  of  his  technical  people  with 
him.   We  met  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  that  morning  we  had  met 
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real  early  and  we  had  commitments  from  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
the   City  Council  including  the  mayor  at  that  particular  time.   This 
was  about  8:30  or  9  o'clock  in  the  morning.   Mr.  Luttrell  came  up 
with  some  of  his  technical  advisors  and  we  were  hoping  to  go  to  the 
City  Council  that  morning  at  11:30  I  believe.   We  had  a  called 
session  of  the  City  Council  and  thought  everything  was  great.   We 
were  going  to  come  in  here  and  build  a  regional  correctional  facility. 
The  City  of  Morristown  was  going  to  donate  the  land  and  in  turn  we 
were  going  to  receive  125  new  jobs  and  it  was  going  to  be  a  great 
asset  as  far  as  our  industrial  park  was  concerned. 

In  the  course  of  about  an  hour,  I  don't  know  what  happened,  but 
the  mayor  of  the  City  of  Morristown  became  hostile.   He  decided  almost 
immediately  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  fact  that  we  were  going  to 
bring  a  bunch  of  criminals  into  our  city  and  they  were  going  to  break 
out  of  their  walls  and  they  were  going  to  rape  and  murder  our  citi- 
zens.   It  became  somewhat  of  a  surprise  when  we  escorted  Mr.  Mark 
Luttrell  and   his  advisors  down  to  the  City  Council.   Mark  Luttrell 
came  here  completely  unaware  that  he  was  going  to  run  into  any  opposi- 
tion whatsoever.   In  fact,  he  came  here  with  his  arms  wide  open  and 
that  he  was  going  to  receive  the  title  to  53  acres  of  land  and  that 
he  was  going  to  be  able  to  build  his  establishment  and  things  that  he 
had  dreamed  of  being  as  far  as  helping  the  first  offenders  and  stuff 
like  this.   But  when  he  got  to  the  City  Council  meeting,  it  turned  out 
quite  differently. 

Since  then  it  was  all  done  as  a  political  move.   This  fellow  was 
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attempting  to  hang  on  as  probably  mayor  and  get  all  of  his  group  of 
people  and  he  was  looking  for  some  reason  that  he  would  be  re-elected 
as  mayor.   I  don't  really  know  what  his  motives  were,  but  Mark 
Luttrell  came  back  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  asked  me  what 
happened.   He  said  "Skeet,  what  happened?" 

I  said,  "Mark,  I'll  have  to  apologize  for  the  action  of  our 
people.   I  really  don't  know  what  happened.   I  really  don't."   And  I 
really  didn't  at  that  time.   But  then  this  particular  issue  became  an 
obsession  with  our  mayor  in  this  area  in  the  city  of  Morristown  and 
of  course,  after  we  had  done  a  selling  job  to  the  Department  of 
Corrections,  Mark  Luttrell  was  very  interested  in  placing  this  es- 
tablishment in  this  area  because  of  the  proximity  that  we  had,  of  all 
the  different  things  that  would  be  beneficial  to  the  operation  of 
this  thing  being  successful.   I  was  sold  on  the   idea. 

I  know  different  people  that  I  was  well  acquainted  with  had 
gone   to  prison.   In  fact,  one  of  these  kids  that  I  knew  very  well 
had  gone  down   there  and  gotten  stabbed  to  death  because  some  other 
inmate  had  made   advances  on  him  and  he  wouldn't  give  in  on  him  and 
they  killed  him.   This  was  a  person  that  lived  in  my  own  community 
and  I  was  completely  aware  of  the  situation  and  supported  the  idea 
wholeheartedly . 

Mark  called  me  one  day  and  said,  "The  situation  isn't  completely 
dead."   He  said,  "Do  you  think  you  have  a  location  that  you  might  come 
up  with  that  will  be  suitable  for  this  particular  type  of  thing?" 

I  said,  "Well,  I  don't  really  know  right  now  but  I'll  go  to 
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work  on  it."   Which  I  did.   I  went  to  work  on  it  and  I  found  a  suitable 
location  that  I  felt  was  second  to  none.   I  called  Mr.  Luttrell  and 
told  him  what  I  had  found  and  he  said,  "Well,  I've  got  a  fellow  by 
the  name  of  Richard (the  name  escapes  me  right  now)  but  that  he  was  a 
property  manager  of  the  State  of  Tennessee — (Richard  Lewis) .   I  want 
to  send  him  up  to  look  at  it . " 

And  he  did.   Richard  Lewis  came  up  and  called  me  and  I  met  him 
and  went  up  and  looked  at  the  site.   He  was  well  pleased.   I  mean  the 
general  location,  the  distance  from  residential  housing,  the  close 
proximity  to  Walters  State  Community  College  and  all  the  other  things 
that  would  be  beneficial  were  just  great.   He  went  back  and  gave  his 
wholehearted  support  and  recommendation  for  it  and  for  this  particular 
site. 

So  Mark  called  me  and  he  told  me  what  the  deal  was  and  he  thought 
maybe  we  could  get  it  worked  out  if  we  could  sell  it  to  the  governor 
and  what  have  you.   He  suggested  the  first  thing  that  I  do  to  get 
some  of  the  town  people  together  and  see  if  they  supported  the  idea. 
And  I  did.   I  don't  mind  telling  you  this  was  all  on  a  low  key.   No- 
body knew  what  was  going  on. 

We  called  another  meeting  of  the  local  townspeople  and  the  leaders 
of  the  community  and  the  head  of  the  United  Cities  Gas  Company  and 
head  of  the  Water  and  Power  Commission  here  in  the  city  of  Morristown 
and  all   the  people  that  we  would  need  to  make  this  thing  work  because 
they  were  going  to  have  to  provide  the  necessary  utilities  for  this 
particular  thing.   So  I  told  them  that  I  had  a  map  that  I  had  gone  to 


. 


24 
the  TVA  and  I  got  a  topo   (topographical)  map  of  the  area  and  I  showed 
them  exactly  where  it  was  and  how  it  was  laid  and  how  far  it  was  from 
the  residential  areas  and  I  said,  "Fellows,  I  think  if  we  can  get  this 
with  you  guy's  support".   And  there  wasn't  one   person  in  that  room 
that  rejected  it.   Everybody  supported  it.   That  week-end  I  went  to 
Nashville.   I  took  a  drawing  of  where  it  was,  the  location,  and  all 
the  information  that  I  needed  and  then  I  took  it  to  Nashville  and  I 
met  with  Winfield. 

I  told  Winfield,  I  said,  "Winfield,  this  is  what  we  got.   We  want 
this  institution.   The  people  that  we've  got  up  there  are  behind  this 
institution  and  I  think  it  is  going  to  be  great  for  the  community 
and  we  are  going  to  be  doing  the  state  a  service."   He  bought  it  hook, 
line  and  sinker,  which  I  am  real  grateful  for.   We  immediately  went 
to  work  and  I  immediately  tried  to  obtain  the  price  on  the  property. 
Being  in  the  real  estate  business  I  have  always  been  trained  to  buy 
property  at  the  least  price  that  you  can  possibly  get  it  for.   And  I 
met  with  these  people  on  two  or  three  occasions  and  worked  the  price 
out  pretty  well  to  what  I  thought  was  right. 

This  was  the  time  that  I  called  Ted  Welch,  Finance  Commissioner, 
and  I  told  him  that  I  had  found  the  land  and  I  thought  I  had  the 
price  worked  out — that  was  reasonable — and  he  asked  me  how  much  it  was 
He  said,  "I  have  no  complaints  on  that".   When  can  you  arrange  a 
meeting  with  this   person  to  sign  a  contract?" 

I  said,  "I   don't  know,  but  I'll  get  him  back  on  the  telephone 
and  I'll  find  out  and  I'll  call  you  back."   I  called  the  man  back  and 
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I  told  him  that  I  had  a  client  that  was  interested  in  the  property 
and  I  wanted   to  know  when  he  would  meet  and  draw  up  a  contract.   He 
told  me  that  they   could  meet  that  afternoon  and  we  arranged  to  meet 
at  2:30  p.m.  and  I  really  don't  know  the  date,  and  Ted  Welch  got  a 
plane  and  he  flew  up  here  and   landed  at  Aparti  Airport  and  I  had 
my  clients  there  to  sign  the  contracts   for  the  land.   The  state 
took  an  option  on  it.   Of  course,  they  checked   the  title  and  the 
whole  business  and   everything  looked  okay  and  thus  consumated  the 
sale. 

From  that  time  on  I  have  been  accused  of  making  exorbitant  fees 
out  of  it.   The  Governor  and  I  have  been  accused  of  making  $30,000 
each  out  of  the  sale  of  the  property.   I  thought  I  was  doing  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  County  of  Hamblen  as  far  as .  .  .  and  I  looked  at 
it  as  an   industry  because,  in  my  opinion,  this  was  an  industry  that 
was  pollution  free,  an  industry  that  had  no  lay-offs.   We  had  125 
jobs  guaranteed  12  months  out  of  the  year.   These  were  things  I  was 
looking  at  and  being  in  the  real  estate  buisness,  I  figured  that  the 
first  thing  you  do  to  get  the  wagon   rolling  down  the  road  full  of 
coal  and  what  lumps  falls  off,  I  am  going  to  get  part  of  it.   See, 
because  we  are  going  to  have  personnel  up  there  that  are  going  to  buy 
our  houses  and  my  prime  interest  was  not  making  profit  off  of  the 
sale  of  the  land  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.   The  thing  of  it  was  I  was 
interested  in  getting  a  facility  in  our  community.   But  yet  things 
got  a  little  hairy.   Our  mayor  and  two  or  three  people  who  were  inter- 
ested in  running  for   some  public  office  in  the  future  got  onto  the 


26 
thing  and  they  accused  me  of  making  all  kinds  of  fees  out  of  the 
thing. 

Then  I  had  Mr.  Jim  Lanier  who  was  in  charge  of  the  City-County 
Government  Committee  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  call  me  from 
Nashville  to  testify  before  the  Legislative  Committee  down  there  since 
they  had  brought  some  of  these  charges.   Of  course,  I  was  cleared  of 
all  charges  and  really  and  truly  there  wasn't  anything  there.   I  did 
it  for  community.    I  thought  it  was  a  good  thing  and  I  still  think 
it  is  a  good  thing.   I  haven't  weakened  any  at  all  on  my  convictions. 
I  think  someday  we'll  see  a  correctional  facility  here.   I  know  right 
now  temporarily  it's  at  a  standstill.   They  are  still  working  there, 
but  Ray  Blanton  has  come  in  here  and  told  people  that  there  will  never 
be  one  there. 

I  was  up  there  a  few  days  ago  and  I've  been  in  constant  contact 
with  the  people  that  are  constructing  it  and  they  haven't  changed  the 
plans  at  all.  The  walls  are  still  placed  in  the  same  place  where  the 
plans  called  for.   Walters  State  doesn't  want  it. 

This  is  one  of  the  things  that  probably  the  people  in  this  par- 
ticular area  have  become  bitter  over  Winfield  Dunn's  administration 
was  the  fact  that  David  Miller  who  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives used  this  for  a  political  issue.   He  had  time  on  his 
hands  and  he  spent  all  summer  up  there  with  a  picket  line.   He  told 
the  people  how  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  had  actually 
crammed  this  thing  down  the  people's  throats.   This  was  not  true. 

The  leaders  of  this  community  whom  you  look  to  when  you  are  going 
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to  bring  a  new  industry  into  your  area  or  what  have  you,  these  are 
the  people  you  look  to.   They  wanted  this  particular  facility  built 
in  their  area  and  I  supported  them,  but  when   the  heat  was  on  they 
all  ran  to  the  bushes  and  I  was  left  out  on  the  limb  by  myself.   I 
have  no  malice  at  all  toward  them.   I  realize  that  they  were  invol- 
ved in  political  jobs.   Some  of  them  had  businesses  that  they  wanted 
to  protect.   I  had  a  business  myself  but  I  believed  in  the  particu- 
lar situation  enough  that  I  was  willing  to  jeopardize  my  business  for 
a  belief  that  I  believed  in  very  strongly.   They  talked  about  boycot- 
ting my  business,  which  they  did.   There's  no  question  about   it  as 
far  as  my  financial  situation,  it  has  hurt  me  somewhat  in  this  parti- 
cular area  or  at  that  particular  time.   I  think  now  we  have  probably 
overcome  it. 

It  is  a  good  program.   I  think  Winfield  Dunn  and  Mark  Luttrell 
had  a  good  idea.   I  supported   it  wholeheartedly  then  and  I  still 
support  it.   The  Ku  Klux  Klan  had  burned  a  cross  in  front  of  my  house 
here.   Not  too  many  people  across  the  state  of  Tennessee  can  say 
that  there  has  been  a  cross  burned  in  front  of  their  house. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  didn't  know  the  Klan  was  active  in 

Hamblen  County? 
MR.  JONES:  It  was.   It  was  activated  at  the  time 

that  this   thing  was  going  on.   My  un- 
derstanding is  that  quite  a  few  members  [were]  involved  in  it.   I 
had  several  different  meetings  with  the  FBI.   They  talked  to  me  about 
the  situation.   I  had  numerous  threats  on  my  life  and  on  burning  my 


28 
home  down.   In  fact,  we  had  one  new  home  in  a  subdivision  that  we 
owned  that  was  burned  to  the  ground.   It  was  a  new  house  and  it  had 
just  been  completed. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  think  it  had  something  to  do  with 

this? 
MR.  JONES:  Oh  definitely!   They  called  my  partner 

immediately  after  this  and  they  said  the 
same  thing  can   happen  to  Skeet  if  he  doesn't  get  off  of  this  thing. 
We  had  a  monitoring   system  put  on  our  telephone  to  try  to  see  who 
some  of  the  threatening  callers  [were].   They  would  put  these  calls 
in  motion  about  2  o'clock  every  night.   These  things  would  continue 
through  the  night  at  ten  minute  intervals.   Some  of  them  closer 
than  that.   Some  of  the  profanity  and  the  language   that  were  used  on 
these  telephones  is  something  that  you  wouldn't  even  talk  in  an  all- 
male  group.   My  wife  would  usually  answer  the  phone — the  phone  being 
on  the  side  of   the  bed  where  she  slept.   We  brought  charges  against 
one  person.   Some  technicality  that  some  law  had  been  passed  in  the 
House  or  the  Legislature  which  said  that  they  had  filed  it  incorrectly 
and  they  threw  this  thing  out.   Several  months  that  we  would  receive 
all  these  calls  and  it  was  quite  a  strain,  I  would  have  to  say  on  all 
of  us .   I  guess  basically  it  was  more  of  a  strain  on  Jeanne  more 
than  it  was  on  myself.   I  more  or  less  took  it  with  a  grain  of  salt. 
The  funny  thing  about  it,  we  didn't  have  any  protection  as  far 
as  we  were  concerned  from  the  local  law  enforcement  because  the 
sheriff's  department  was  Democratic.   I  know  one  particular  situation 
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at  an  auction  sale  up  in  the  eastern  part  of  Hamblen  County.   This 
sale  was  surrounded  by  high  hills  which  was  a  vantage  point  for  any- 
body that  wanted  to  snipe.    I  started  receiving  calls  after  I  put  the 
advertisement  in  the  paper  that  I  was  going  to  have  this  sale  and  where 
it  was.   This  particular  male,  whoever  he  was,  he  would  call  me  and 
say,  "Mr.  Jones,  I  understand  you  have  a  sale  at  so  and  so  property?" 

I  would  say,  "Yes  sir." 

He  would  say,  "Well,  I  just  want  to  inform  you  that  the  minute 
you  step  on  the  tailgate  of  your  station  wagon  you  are  a  dead  man." 
This  got  to  be  one  of  those  things  that  you  didn't  really  know  whether 
these  people  were  going  to  do  this  thing  or  not! 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  this  was  over  the  prison  matter? 

MR.  JONES:  Yeah,  because  the  union  had  gotten  in- 

volved in  this  thing.   Of  course,  this 
not  being  a  union  town,  the  union  was  trying  to  get  a  strong  hold. 
They  had  gotten  involved  in  this  thing.   One  thing  brought  on  another. 
I  don't  think  the  people  that  were  really  behind  this  thing  were  so 
much  against  the  correctional  facility  being  in  their  midst  as  the 
fact  that  what  they  wanted  to  do  is  to  gain  their  own  images  as  far 
as  what  they  were  supporting.   In  other  words,  David  Miller  wanted 
to  gain  name  recognition  so  he  could  get  elected  as  representative. 
The  union  wanted  to  gain  name  recognition  so  they  could  go  into  some 
of  our  plants  which  they  did.   In  other  words,  it  was  a  common  cause 
that  these  people  got  behind. 

Getting  back  to  the  auction  sale,  I  called  the  local  sheriff's 
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office  and  I  told  them  about  the  threats  that  I  had  and  I  would 
appreciate  it  very  much  if  he  would  have  a  deputy  on  hand  at  the  site. 
He  assured  me  that   there  would  be  one.   Just  as  a  precaution  and 
probably  the  only  time  in  my  life  I  ever  carried  a  gun,  I  did  put  my 
gun  in  my  pocket  that  morning  and  took  it  up  there.   There  was  another 
close  friend  of  mine  at  the  time  serving  on  the  City  Council  and  he 
came  to  the  auction  sale  that  day  and  he  had  a  gun  and  he  had  heard 
about  the  threats  that  had  been  made. 

Lo  and  behold,  no  officer  showed!   Believe  you  me  it  was  a  hairy 
situation  there  for  awhile  because  you  can  look  around  on  all  those 
hills  and  we  were  surrounded.   A  guy  that  would  really  and  truly  want 
to  pick  you  off,   could  have  picked  you  off  and  been  lost  before  any- 
body could  get  close  to  him  since  you  didn't   have  any  law  enforcement 
or  anything.   I  got  up  on  the  tailgate  of  that  station  wagon  and  I 
could  say  that  probably  I've  never  had  a  feeling  like  that  before  in 
my  life.   I've  always  thought  a  lot  of  these  crank  calls  were 
probably  just  something  else,  but  this  thing  just  kept  coming.   This 
guy  was  so  positive  in  his  threats  that  he  was  going  to  run  me  out 
that  day.   I  didn't  tell  Jeanne  this.   I  went  up  there  and  I  got  up 
on  the  tailgate  of  the  station  wagon  and  started  the  auction  sale. 
I'll  have  to  admit  that  my  attention  wasn't  too  much  on  the  bidders 
because  I  was  scanning  the  hill  tops  (Laughter)  looking  for  a  possible 
sniper.   It  didn't  come!   Of  which  I  was  real  tickled  to  death  about. 

This  is  just  some  of  the  problems  that  we  have  had  with  the  cor- 
rectional facility.    Of  course,  then  I  think  Mark  Luttrell  might 


31 
have  made  a  mistake  in  his  judgment  that  he  came  up  here  and  he  made 
the  statement  that  probably  they  did  not  educate  the  people  to  the 
fact  of  what  this  was.   I  don't  think  that  is  true.   I  think  the 
people  really  knew  what  it  was.   I  think  it  is  the  fact  that  we  had 
this  group  of  people  that  were  going  to  be  opposed  to  it  even  if  we 
were  going  to  build  a  Catholic  Church  up  there.   They  were  looking  for 
some  reason  to  be  opposed  to  something  that  the  Dunn  Administration 
was  doing.   Because  most  of  the  things  he  had  done  was  good. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Were  people  basically  Republican  or 

Democratic? 
MR.  JONES:  Both.   In  fact,  this  thing  was  being 

built  in  a  Republican  stronghold  I  guess 
you  would  say.   This  David  Miller  was  a  Democrat.   He  was  a  contro- 
versial type  of  individual  back  when  he  was  in  high  school  and  in 
college  I  guess  he  ran  off  to  join  the  Cuban  forces  back  several 
years  ago  when  they  had  the  revolution  going  down  there.   His  daddy 
had  to  go  get  him.   Then  he  was  a  Green  Beret  when  he  was  in  military 
service . 

MRS.  JONES:  But  he  has  never  worked. 

MR.  JONES:  He's  never  worked  and  his  wife  teaches 

school.   He  never  works  and  his  ambition 
someday  is  to  be  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  is  his  name  now? 

MR.  JONES:  David  Miller.   He  represents  us.   He's 

a  Representative. 
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MRS. JONES:  He  got  elected  on  this  issue. 

MR-  JONES:  This  was  an  issue.   It  is  sad.  It  really 

is  sad  that  people  would  have  their  mind 
bent  on  things  like  this.   Really  and  truly  when  you  start  thinking 
about  it,  we  had  people  from  church  groups  to  call  us  and  say,  "My 
church  committee  voted  and  we  are  not  going  to  support  this  thing." 
This  is  really  hairy  because  we  have  been  taught  down  through  the 
years  to  help  out  the  other  man  and  help  the  unfortunates  or  do  unto 
others  as  you  would  have  them  to  do  unto  us. 

Things  of  this  type  and  when  you  start  to  reach  out  a  hand  to 
help  people  that  have  been  charged  for  different  things.   Say,  your 
son — seventeen  years  old — be  driving  a  car  and  have  a  car  wreck  and 
be  charged  with  manslaughter  and  give  him  3  years  in  prison.   And 
throw  him  into  prison  with  hardened  criminals.   This  should  never, 
never  happen.   This  was  what  this  facility  was  designed  for — is  to 
hold  these  types  of  people.   I  wholeheartedly  believe  in  it  100% 
knowing  some  of  the  people  that  have  been  involved  and  some  of  the 
things  that  had  been  happening  in  this  particular  situation  and  how 
people  in  church  groups  could  call  and  tell  us  that  their  group  had 
voted  against  this  thing  and  make  these  remarks  that  they  made  to  us, 
it  is  just  uncalled  for. 
MRS.  JONES:  I  think  a  lot  of  those  same  people  have 

changed   their  mind  about  it . 
MR.  JONES:  Yeah,  so  many  of  them  have  changed  their 

minds . 
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MRS.  JONES:  One  man  up  there  that  was  such  a  pro- 

tester is  now  for  it. 
MR.  JONES:  Oh  yeah,  wholeheartedly  and  written 

articles  stuff  like  that.   Now  he  is  a 
good  friend  and  he  says  his  eyes  have  been  opened.   He's  working  just 
as  hard  for  it  as.  .  . 
MRS.  JONES:  He's  written  letters  to  the  editor  in 

favor  and  has  said  he  was  against  it 
before. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Why  were  people  objecting?   Was  it  fear 

of  having  criminals  in  the  area? 
MR.  JONES:  Sure  I  think  it  was.   They  had  instilled 

in  their  minds  fear. 
MRS.  JONES:  They  had  people  feeding  them.   David 

Miller  is  a  great  orator.   He  got  up 
there  and  made  speeches  and  fired  them  up. 
MR.  JONES:  Oh  yes,  they  had  something  going  on 

every  night   up  there.   They  had  cook- 
outs — free  meal — come  get  a  hamburger  or  what  have  you. 
MRS.  JONES:  It  was  at  the  time  that  streaking  was 

popular.   They  had  a  streaker  up  there. 
They  had  two  women  streak  naked  out  in  this  field. 
MR.  JONES:  Then  they  had  this  referendum.   They  got 

it  to  a  referendum.   This  thing  has 
been  advertised   across  the  State  of  Tennessee  that  98%  of  the  people 
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voted  against  having  a  correctional  facility  in  Hamblen  County.   We've 
got  a  little  better  than   19,000  registered  voters.   I  believe  on  that 
referendum  that  there  were  30  something  hundred  people  voting. 
MRS.  JONES:  We  didn't  even  vote.   One  of  the  few 

times  we  didn't. 
MR.  JONES:  If  that  constitutes  a  majority  of  the 

voting  people  in  this  community  that 
are  opposed  to  a  certain  facility  and  at  that  time  there  was  about 
one-third  that  voted  for  it.   That  was  the  way  it  was? 
MRS.  JONES:  Yeah,  it  was  something  like.  .  . 

MR.  JONES:  If  that  constitutes  a  majority,  then  I 

don't  know  what  a  majority  is.   I've  had 
people  to  talk  to  me  and  would  come  into  the  office  and  sit  down. 
I've  had  two  or  three  people  who  were  friends  of  ours  come  in  and 
say  they  were  completely  opposed  to  it   and  I'd  say,  "Let  me  tell  you 
what  this  thing  is."   I'd  sit  down  and  explain  to  them  exactly  what 
it  was  and  they  changed  their  minds  almost  instantly.   They  had  been 
mislead . 

We  had  a  newspaper  here,  which  is  the  Gazette,  which  is  now  out 
of  business.   They  printed  anything  and  everything.   They  had  no 
values  at  all  for  the  truth.   In  fact,  I  called  the  editor  one  day 
and  I  told  him,  "You  need  to  change  your  slogan  at  the  top  of  your 
paper."   They  had  a  slogan  up  there  that  said,  "WE  PRINT  THE  TRUTH- 
ALL  OF  IT."   I  said,  "There's  not  a  d bit  of  truth  to  your  slogan 

friend,  I'll  tell  you  that!"   And  I  referred  some  of  the  publications 
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that  he  had  made.   But  what  they  had  done,  they   had  been  sold  on  the 
idea  that  the  mayor  and  his  crowd  were  going  to  save  the  paper  which 
he  didn't!   It  went  completely  down  and  out  of  business. 

The  paper  that  they  were  giving  so  much  criticism  to,  which  was 
the  Citizen  Tribune  and  it  has  been  remarkedly  well — it's  outstanding. 
Circulation  has  almost  doubled  in  this  period  of  time.   This  certainly 
ought  to  show  people  something. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  know  how  the  governor  felt  about 

this  prison  controversy? 
MR.  JONES:  Yes,  he  was  very  much  moved  about  it. 

In  fact,  he  was  pretty  well  heartbroken 
about  the  fact  that  we  were  receiving  all  the  ill  treatment  that  we 
were  getting.   In  fact,  at  the  time  he  offered  to  send  an  airplane  up 
here  and  move  us  out.  (Laughter)   He  thought  they  were  hitting  us  a 
little  too  hard.   But  I  told  Winfield  that  I  still  felt  real  strong 
for  it  and  that  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do  and  I  supported  him  100% 
and  not  to  worry  about  it  and  we  would  live  through  it. 

But  I  think  deep  down  in  his  heart  emotionally  he  felt  real  bad 
about  the  whole  situation  and  the  fact  that  probably  it  hadn't  been 
sold  to  the   people  properly.   This  was  the  thing  that  he  and  Mark 
Luttrell  both  kept  going  back  to.   But  I  told  him  that  it  wouldn't 
have  made  any  difference  how  much  education  people  had  and  times 
being  like  they  were,  people  being  involved  like  they  were — the  mayor 
and  this  guy  being  interested  in  running  for  the  legislature — they 
needed  something.   I  don't  think  it  made  any  difference  at  all  what 
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the  deal  is.   I  think  it  was  an  issue  that  they  used. 

MRS.  JONES:  I  think  it  was  an  issue  that  they  used. 

MR.  JONES:  Yeah,  and  they  want  to  use  it  again. 

About  three  or  four  weeks  ago  I  was  met 
in  my  office  one  Saturday  morning  with  a  goon  squad  from  the  prison, 
(and  I'll  call  it  the  goon  squad)  and  they  talked  to  me  about  the 
prison  there  for  a  few  minutes — rough  looking  characters.   They  said 
they  felt  like  it  was  good  for  one  more  election.   So  they  anticipate 
on  using  it  this  election.   I  realize  that.   The  fact  of  it  is  that 
nobody  has  ever  offered  any  proof  in  any  way  that  would  change  my 
opinion  that  it  is  going  to  be  bad  for  this  community.   I  feel 
wholeheartedly  that  it  will  be  good  for  this  community.   I  would  say 
openly  to  any  group  regardless  of  who  they  are  and  what  their  beliefs 

are,  give  them  two  years  of  operation  and  there  would  be  more  h 

raised  if  they  tried  to  move  it  out  of  here  than  there  was  moving  it 
in.   I  feel  real  strongly  about  that  because  it  can  be  good. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  New  payroll  and  new  expenses  in  a 

community. 
MR.  JONES:  That's  right.   It  doesn't  make  any 

difference.   Let's  look  at  this  situa- 
tion here*   irregardless  of  whether  we  support  it  or  not.   The  people 
that  are  going  to  be  housed  in  this  facility  most  of  them  have  less 
than  nine  months  to  serve.   They  are  going  to  be  on  the  street  any- 
how.  The  fact  remains:  are  we  going  to  do  something  with  them  while 
we  have  charge  of  them  to  try  to  make  better  citizens   out  of  them? 
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Teach  them  a  trade?   Are  we  going  to  turn  them  on  the  streets?   In  six 
months  they'll  be  back  in  the  prison.   Their  families  are  going  to  be 
on  welfare.   It's  going  to  cost  the  state  $10,000  per  person  to  house 
them.   These  are  some  of  the  things  that  people  really  haven't  stopped 
to  realize.   These  are  some  of  the  things  that  I  think  that  we  need 
to  take  issue  on.   I  think  the  correctional  facility  is  probably  one 
of  the  greatest  things  that  could  have  been  done  in  the  Winfield  Dunn 
administration  because  he  believed  in  it .    I  won't  say  that  it  is  the 
greatest  because  kindergarten  was  probably  one  of  the  greatest. 

He  felt  real  strong  about  the  kindergarten  system,  but  the  penal 
institution  is  probably   another  thing  that  could  have  been  a  great 
thing.   If  they  had  built  five  of  them  probably  here  in  the  state,  it 
would  have  been  great.   In  other  words  you  would  have  separated  the 
first  offenders  from  the  hard-core  criminals.   It's  just  like  when 
you  go  up  north,  the  northern  person  doesn't  learn  to  speak  the 
southern  drawl,  the  southern  person  learns  to  speak  the   northern 
drawl.   That's  just  about  the  way  that  it  is.   If  you  put  a  first 
offender  in  there  with  a  hard-core  criminal  then  he  becomes  hard  him- 
self. 

Let's  say  that  he  has  to  go  to  Nashville — that's  250  miles  away. 
Most  of  the  people  that  get  involved  in  some  wrong  doing  are  of  low 
income.   A  family  can't  visit  them.   Let's  say  at  the  first  of  their 
sentence  they  visit  them  once  or  twice  every  six  months.   With  the 
cost  of  going  down  there  and  the  cost  of  staying  over  night  they 
have  shot  a  week's  pay.   Most  of  those  people  cannot  afford  that.   So 
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what  it  does  is  that  visits  slow  down  and  maybe  once  a  year  and  maybe 
none  at  all.   Then  this  person  gets  it  in  their  mind  that  nobody 
cares.   Their  family  don't  care  and  he's  got  people  housed  in  there 
with  him  telling  him  that  society  is  against  you,  friend,  and  they 
don't  care  what  happens  to  you.   When  he  gets  out  he  can't  get  a  job. 
This  work   release  program  is  a  great  thing.   I  support  it  100%,  but 
he  can't  get  a  job  and  so  what  happens.   He  goes  right  back  into  the 
hard  criminal,  and  he  ends  up  right  back  down  there. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  JONES: 
MRS.  JONES: 
MR.  JONES: 


The  concept  is  very  good,  the  problem 

is  getting  communities  to  accept  them. 

Right. 

The  people  in  Tennessee  are  backward. 

I  just  wish  that  I  was  financially  able 

that  I  could  get  out  and  really  sell 


this  program,  but  I'm  not. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  It  sounds  as  if  you  could  the  way  you 

present  it. 
MR.  JONES:  But  I'm  not.   I  have  to  work  for  a 

living.   I  know  these  people  who  have 
different  ideals  about  this  particular  problem.   But  I  think  it 
would  be  great  for  any  community  to  have  a  situation  like  this.   The 
only  way  it  can  work  is  for  the  community  itself  to  accept  it.   They've 
got  to  accept  it  that  these  people  are  human  beings. 

I  know  we  had  a  fellow  down  here.   We  have  a  house  boat  on  the 
lake  and  we  had  a  guy  that  came  out  there.   He  was  a  trustee.   He  was 
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waiting  for  a  retrial  or  something  about  his  trial.   The  sheriff  of 
Greene  County  had  a  houseboat  beside  ours  and  he  would  come  down  and 
do  odds  and  ends  on  the  houseboat.   We  became  well  acquainted  with 
him  and  I   talked  to  a  psychiatrist  about   his  particular  situation. 
In  fact  I  talked  to  the  state  psychiatrist  about   his  situation  and 
we  became  real  good  friends  with  this  fellow.   In  fact  he  comes  to 
visit  us  now.   He  was  as  harmless  as  that  candle  sitting  on  that 
table  right  there.   I  wouldn't  care  a  bit  more  and  I  don't  think 
Jeanne  would  to  stay  a  whole  day  and  leave  our  kids  with  him.   This 
was  the  type  guy  he  was.   I  talked  to  this  psychiatrist  and   he  told 
me  that  probably  a  murderer  like  him  was  probably  the  safest  person 
you  could  be  around  because  just  one  time  in  his  lifetime  he  might 
reach  a  point  that  he  got  mad  enough  or  something  to  commit  murder — 
if  he  had  had  a  second  or  two  he  would  never  have  done  it — but 
driven  to  the  point  of  that. 

MRS.  JONES:  He  killed  his  wife. 

MR.  JONES:  Yes,  he  killed  his  wife.   You've  got  to 

sentence  these  people  and  I  know  that 
they've  got  to  be  punished  for  the  thing.   I  am  not  saying  to  turn 
murderers  loose,  but  I  am  saying  the  first  offenders  on  minor 
offenses  to  not  place  them  in  a  facility  with  hardened  criminals. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  just  seems  reasonable,  but  the 

people  still  in  so  many  cases  unless 
they  know  these  things  don't  want  criminals  where  they  are.   So  I  see 
how  this  is  a  problem.   How  long  did  this  continue?   Did  it  seem  to 
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be  as  strong  when  Winfield  Dunn  left  office  as  when  it  started? 
MR.  JONES:  Oh  yes,  it  is  still  going  on  because 

actually  the  Democrat  candidates  or  most 
of  them  have  promised  these  people  that  they  will  discontinue  this. 
They  would  convert  it  to  some  other  purpose  and  this  is  one  reason 
that  probably  in  the  whole  history  of  Hamblen  County  that  it  went 
Democratic  in  the  last  governor's  race. 
MRS.  JONES:  Blanton  didn't  do  it.   It  is  still 

being  built. 
MR.  JONES:  This  is  another  one  of  the  things  of  the 

cut  and  cover  deal.   We  tell  you  that 
we  are  going  to  do  something  but  really  we  are  not  doing  it.   But 
nothing  has  happened.   The  contract  is  being  finished  up  even  though 
over  a  year  ago  he  said  operations  had  ceased.   They  are  still 
working  up  there  every  day.   I  don't  know  what  will  be  the  end  of 
this  thing  here,  but  maybe  someday  something  good  will   come  out  of. 
I  feel  real  sorry  that  it  did  hurt  Winfield  because  he  got  a  real 
good  response  here  in  Hamblen  County.   But  the  fact  of  it  was,  some 
of  the  old  real  strong  Republicans  that  should  have  been  his  friends 
really  and  truly  turned  against  him  over  this  thing — temporarily.   I'm 
not  sure  what  their  thinking  is  right  now,  but  it  seems  like  they  did 
turn  against   him  at  that  particular  time  when  he  really  needed  help. 
He  needed  help  and  reassurance   that  he  had  done  the  right  thing. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  think  he  did  not  suspect  that  this 

objection  would  turn  up  like  it  did. 
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MRS.  JONES:  I  don't  think  he  did  either.   Of  course, 

he  got  the  same  thing  down  in  Marion 
County.   Wasn't  it? 
MR.  JONES:  Chattanooga,  yeah,  that's  Marion  County. 

Of  course,  David  Miller  went  down  there 
and  this  Burnett  from  over  at  Brushy  Mountain. 
MRS.  JONES:  McBrudde,  our  mayor,  went  down  there 

and  stirred  those  people  up. 
MR.  JONWS:  The  Brushy  Mountain  people  came  over 

here  and  really  started  this  thing. 
MRS.  JONES:  The  disgruntled  guards. 

MR.  JONES:  The  fact  that  it  was  that  the  people 

here  in  Hamblen  County  couldn't  see 
through  that.   Brushy  Mountain  guards  were  coming  over  here  and 
telling  these  people  how  bad  this  thing  was  for  Hamblen  County. 
"I  want  you  to  take  this  burden  off  Hamblen  County  and  move  it  back 
over  here  in  our  county."   See.   Which  really  and  truly  was  a  decep- 
tion because,  my  gosh,  if  it  is  so  bad  for  Hamblen  County  why  in 

the  h is  it  so  good  for  that  county  over  there,  you  see! 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well  they  knew  from  experience  that  it 

had   [MRS.  JONES:    It  had  benefited 
their  county. ] 
MR.  JONES:  Sure!   But  these  people  here  ate  that 

up!   I  didn't  think  that  our  friends  and 
the  people   in  our  community  were  so  gullible,  but  they  really  ate 
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that  up.   And  I  really  talked  to  them.   I  said,  "Gosh,  you  guys  must 
be  crazy.   Those  fellows  over  there  telling  you  what  a  bad  thing  that 
is  and  how  these   people  are  going  to  break  out  of  this  thing  and 
they  are  going  to  rape  your  children  and  rape  your  wives  and  going  to 
kill  these  people  and  all  that  stuff?   Yet  take  this  burden  out  of 
Hamblen  County  and  move  it  back  over  here  (Meaning  Brushy  Mountain.)." 
MRS.  JONES:  We  want  it! 

MR.  JONES:  Move  it  back  to  Brushy  Mountain.   It 

doesn't  make  sense!   What's  wrong  with 
you  people!   Really  and  truly  that  is  exactly  what  they  were  doing. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  unfortunate  thing  is  that  it  hurt 

the  governor's  standing  in  the  party 
and  in  the  congressional  district  before  he  left  (office) .   But  you 
were  closer  to  him  than  most  people  since  he  stayed  here.   [MR.  JONES: 
I  was.]   Why  do  you   think  he  was  such  a  capable  leader?   What  were 
the  characteristics? 
MR.  JONES:  Mainly,  Winfield  had  an  idea   that 

state  government  was  probably  being 
short-changed.   Now  we  all  know  that  he  left  a  j ob  that  he  was  making 
twice  or  two  and  a  half  times  more  than  what  he  was  going  to  receive 
as  governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  so  he  didn't  do  it  for  money. 
He  wasn't  involved  in  politics  long  enough  to  really  do  it  for 
political  reasons.   The  only  thing  that  leads  me  to  believe  that  Win- 
field  could  see  so  many  things  that   probably  he  could  do  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee  that  hadn't  been  done  that  would  benefit  all  the 
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people  of  the  State  of  Tennessee — not  just  one  area  like  the  old 
Crump  machine  or  something  like  this — but  more  or  less  to  be  a 
governor  for  all  the  people.   I  think  really  and  truly  you'd  have  to 
say  that  he  was.   He  had  different  ideas  about  how  government  ought 
to  be  run,  different  programs,  one  thing  in  particular — not  separate 
the  state.   We  are  one  as  a  whole — not  East  Tennessee,  Middle  Tennessee 
and  West  Tennessee — see  in  divisions,  but  the  great  State  of  Tennessee. 
I  think  he  was  interested  in  education.   The  kindergarten  system  was 
one  of   his  great  interests — his  wife  being  a  teacher  and  all  this 
particular  thing.   I  think,  more  or  less,  to  upgrade  the  whole  system 
as  a  whole — to  take  some  of  the  politics  out  of  state  government.   So 
much  money  is  wasted  and  spent  on  just  the  political  aspect  of  state 
government  such  as  giving  people  jobs  and  they  aren't  qualified  for 
them.   He  upgraded  the  whole  patronage  system  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  But  again,  why  was  he  so  successful? 

Was  it  intelligence,  will,  wisdom,  com- 
passion?  What  characteristic  did  you  see  most? 
MRS.  JONES:  I  think  compassion  was  one  of  his 

greatest  characteristics.   He's  very 
intelligent,  I  think  he  has  a  lot  of  compassion  for  people. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  do  you  mean? 

MRS.  JONES:  He  relates  to  people.   Let's  put  it 

that  way.   He's  one  of  us  and  not  just 
a  figure  up  in  Nashville  that  you  never  see.   I  think  he  related  to 
the  people  and  I  think  that  was  the  reason  he  was  elected  to  begin  with. 
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I  think  he  relates  to  people. 

MR.  JONES:  He  surrounded  himself  with  professionals 

of  the  highest  quality  would  have  to  be 
one  thing   I  would  have  to  say  knowing  most  of  the  commissioners 
personally.   This  is  one  thing  that  makes  any  man  a  great  man  irre- 
gardless  of  whether  you  are  head  of  a  college  or  high  school  or  what — 
is  having  the  people  you  surround  yourself  with.   I  know  Andy  Holt 
said  that  the  main  thing  is  being  successful  in  any  operation  is  to 
be  a  good  administrator.   I  think  that  Winfield  probably  was  a  good 
administrator.   He  did  surround  himself  with  top  professional  people. 
MRS.  JONES:  But  he  was  also  available.   He  wasn't 

somebody  that  was  there  and  you  never 
saw  him. 
MR.  JONES:  If  you  had  a  problem  and  you  told  his 

secretary  what  your  problem  was,  when 
you  went  there  to  have  an  audience  with  him  or  your  appointment  with 
him,  you   didn't  just  meet  with  Winfield  you  met  with  Commissioner  so 
and  so  or  whoever  that  your  problem  was  concerned  with  you,  you  see. 
We  sat  down  and   hashed  that  thing  right  out  in  his  office.   It  was, 
"What  do  you  think  about  this?"   or  "  What  do  you  think  about  this?" 
and  he  got  opinions  from  several  different  people. 

It's  just  like  when  we  were  in  the  height  of  the  correctional 
facility.   We  needed  a  juvenile  detention  center  here  very  badly.   I 
talked  to  some  of  the  juvenile  judges  in  the  First  District  and  saw 
the  need  for  one  here.   We  compiled  a  bunch  of  information  together 
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and  I  called  Winfield  and  asked  him  about  the  meeting  with  him  down 
there  some  time.   It  got  to  the  point  that  I  could  do  better  meeting 
with  him  early  in  the  morning  maybe  at  breakfast  or  something  like 
that. 

We  went  down  there  with  all  the  information  that  was  needed  and 
he  had  Mark  Luttrell  and  two  or  three  of  his  experts  over  there  and 
we  sat  down  there  and  had  breakfast  and  then  we  ironed  out  the  situ- 
ation of  our  juvenile  detention  center  for  East  Tennessee  region.   He 
bought  it  100%.   He  thought   it  was  a  good  thing  because  at  that  par- 
ticular time  here  and  all  over  the  East  Tennessee  area  we  had  problems 
with  drugs  in  our  schools.   And  these  were  juveniles  and  they  were 
throwing  juveniles  into  jails  that  were  unspeakable  as  far  as  throwing 
your  child  and  my  child  or  whoever ' s  child  in  it.   He  agreed!   And 
we  had  a  half  a  million  dollars  placed  in  the  budget  to  build  a 
dormitory  up  here  on  this  ground  that  they  had.   That  was  okayed. 

We  went  to  the  L.E.A.  to  see  if  we  could  get  funds  through  the 
L.E.A.  and  it  was  available.   Everything  was  going  great  guns.   With 
all  this  controversy  rose  like  it  did  here,  of  course,  that  went  out 
the  window  too.   Really  and  truly  if  these  people  really  knew  what 
they  really  lost  just  by  the   stupidity  of  a  few  people,  it  would  be 
astonishing!   Really,  because  they  lost  much.   Now  you  talk  about  a 
juvenile  detention  center  which  would  take  care  all  of  these  things, 
you  are  talking  about  dollars  for  personnel  to  maintain  this  thing. 
When  you  are  talking  about  this  other  thing,  you  are  talking  about 
dollars  to  maintain  this  thing  and  stuff  that  they  buy  from  local 
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merchants  and  stuff  like  that.   These  were  the  things  that  we  were 
after. 

But  I  guess  one  thing  that  I  am  beholden  to  him  is  the  fact  that 
I  went  down  there  and  talked  to  the  Commissioner  of  Highways,  Bob 
[Smith]  and  told  him  about  that  I'd  like  in  the  Winfield  Dunn  admin- 
istration if  at  all  possible  to  award  all  the  contracts  for  the 
Appalachian  Regional  Highway  in  Hamblen  County  and  they  did.   We  are 
far  advanced  on  that  particular  program.   In  fact,  I  know  that  he 
went  out  and  borrowed  $9,700,000  from  surrounding  states  that  weren't 
using  their  Appalachian  Funds.   Now  the   State  of  Tennessee  will  have 
to  pay  them  back  or  whatever  it  will  be  when  these  grants  come  down. 
Of  course,  they  will  go  to  these  surrounding  states.   But  Bob  Smith 
did  that.   He  was  real  gracious  in  doing  that  and  I  know  that  is 
part  of  Winfield 's  way  of  saying  "thank  you"  for  all  the  other  things, 
you  know.   These  are  some  of  the  things  that  the  people  in  this 
county  do  not  know  that  Winfield  Dunn  did.   Because  if  it  hadn't  have 
been  for  that,  then  we  wouldn't  have  the  highway  structure  that  you 
are  able  to  travel  on  coming  up  here  in  East  Tennessee.   These  are 
the  things  that  we  received  and  the  contracts  were  let  during  his 
administration.   The  finished  product — who  knows — Blanton  may  get 
credit  for  the  finished  product,  but  I  know  who  started  the  thing  and 
I  know  who  borrowed  the  money  and  who  appropriated  it  and  what  have 
you.   These  are  some  of  the  things  that  I  hold  real  dear  to  the  fact 
that  he  did  do  for  our  county. 
MRS.  JONES:  And  East  Tennessee  had  been  forgotten 
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about  for  a  long  time. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  A  very  long  time. 

MRS.  JONES:  A  very  long  time. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Tennessee  had  been  three  states  really. 

MR.  JONES:  Yes,  it  really  had. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  East  Tennessee  had  gotten  very  little 

and  Middle  Tennessee  had  gotten  most 
and  West  Tennessee  some  and  East  Tennessee  very  little. 
MR.  JONES:  But  if  it  takes  it  I  am  ready  to  give 

another  whole  summer  to  Winfield  Dunn. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That's  a  very  high  recommendation.   Do 

you  have  any  last  comments,  Jeanne? 
MRS.  JONES:  I  don't  think  so.   I  think  we  have 

said  it  all. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Skeet,  I  understand  when  the  governor 

entered  office,  he  found  that  he  had  a 
problem  with  supplies  or  furnishings  for  the  place.   Can  you  tell  me 
something  about  the  need  for  the  governor's  mansion  and  what  he  did 
for  it? 
MR.  JONES:  Yes  sir,  I'll  be  glad  to.   I  was  called 

one  day  from  Nashville  and   [they]  told 
me  what  their  situation  was  as  far  as  crystal,  china  and  silverware 
and  etc.  concerning  the  situation  at  the  mansion. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  was  the  situation? 

MR.  JONES:  Well,  it  appeared  like  when  the 
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people  who  had  lived  in  the  house  before 
the  governor  took  over  had  taken  off  with  everything.  They  had  left 
with  all  the  crystal  and  silver  and  what  have  you. 
MRS.  JONES:  They  didn't  entertain  much. 

MR.   JONES:  Of  course,  they  didn't  entertain  any  or 

much.   I  was  asked  if  it  would  be  possi- 
ble that  I  might  be  able  to  raise  enough  funds  in  my  particular  area 
here  to  replenish  the  mansion.   I  told  him  that  I  didn't  know  that  I 
would  be  glad  to  try.   So  my  understanding  was  that  we  were  going  to 
try  to  raise  $5,000  to  do  this  with.   The  two  people  who  were  going 
to  work  on  this  project  was  myself  and  Reece  Paul  Hamilton  in  Loudon 
County.   To  date  I  think  Reece  Paul  Hamilton  has  raised  about  $1,200 
or  $1,300,  and  I  raised  $2,975  from  people  here  in  our  local  community 
or  in  our  town.   I  didn't  go  into  the  East  Tennessee  area,  but  I 
raised  this  in  our  town  and  I  think  it  might  be  of  interest  to  note 
that  one  of  the  first  contributors  that  donated  to  this  particular 
campaign  was  our  former  senator  the  late  Herbert  S.  Walters — Uncle 
Hub  Walters. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Who  was  a  Morristown  resident . 

MR.  JONES:  Who  was  a  Morristown  resident  and  who 

was  a  life-long  Democrat.   I  did  go  to 
Senator  Walters  and  told  him  what  we  were  attempting  to  do  and  what 
had  happened.   He  was  the  first  contributor  and  he  did  contribute 
$300  to  this  worthwhile  cause.   I  would  also  like  to  inject  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  contributors  were  not  just  Republicans  but  they 
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were  made  up  equally  of  Democrats  and  Republicans.   It  was,  more  or 
less,  a  bipartisan  thing  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  within  our  town. 
We  had  about  as  many  Democrats  that  made  contributions  of  $100  as  we 
did  Republicans.   And  we  were  successful  in  this  effort  in  raising 
that  amount  of  money. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  supplied  the  largest  part,  then? 

MR.  JONES:  Yes  sir. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  see  this  crystal  and  silverware 

yourself?   Did  you  stay  in  the  mansion? 
MR.  JONES:  Yes,  I  have  to  say  that  my  wife  and  I 

were  probably  some  of  the  lucky  folks 
that  was  invited  down  to  spend  the  week-end.   I  would  like  to  think 
that  probably  I  saw  some  of  it .   I  know  they  entertained  us  quite  well 
that  night.   We  had  some  very   exciting  guests.   In  fact  Minnie  Pearl 
and  her  husband,  Mr.  Cannon,  were  dinner  guests.   We  spent  the  night 
after  we  had  eaten.   I  had  laughed  so  much  that  when  I  went  to  bed  I 
was  so  sore  that  I  could  hardly  move. 

I  tell  you  that  Minnie  Pearl  is  something  else!   I  don't  know  if 
you  know  the   history  of  Minnie  Pearl  or  not.   Minnie  Pearl  was  such 
a  supporter  of  John  J.  Hooker  that  she  actually  bought  the  house  next 
door  to  the  governor's  mansion  so  she  would  be  close  to  John  J. 
Hooker.   And  the  fact  of  it  was  that  John  J.  Hooker  wasn't  lucky 
enough  or  intelligent  enough  or  something  to  get  elected  as  governor. 
But  then  it  turned  out  that  the  friendship  between  Winfield  Dunn  and 
Minnie  Pearl  was  just  second  to  none.   It  was  just  great.   They  were 
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tennis  partners.   They  had  a  lot  of  things  in  common.   Minnie  Pearl 
would  play  the  piano  and  Winfield  would  sing  and  this  was  something 
really  to  hear.   It  was  really  an  enjoyable  evening.   I  would  say 
probably  that  we  were  lucky  enough  to  be  served  with  the  fine  silver 
on.  .  .  Yeah,  on  three  occasions.   I  would  say  so. 
MRS.  JONES:  On  three  occasions.   On  one  occasion 

Betty  invited  the  whole  Hamblen  County 
Republican  Women's  Club  down  for  a  luncheon,  and  we  all  went  down  and 
spent  the  day. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  many  people  did  you  have  for  that, 

Jeanne? 
MRS.  JONES:  We  must  have  had  50  women  and  we  went 

down  and  spent  the  day.   It  was  great. 
And  on  another  occasion  we  were  entertained  at  the  mansion. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Thank  you  very  much. 
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